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Continued from No, 1. 


FOR INQUIRY INTO THE ALLEGED FALSIFICATION 
OF PUBLIC DOCUMENT No. 185 OF LAST SESSION 
RELATIVE TO THE AFRICANS TAKEN ON BOARD 
THE AMISTAD. 


Mr. Adams, Mr. Medill, 
McKay, Dennis. 
Barnard, 


Mr. WINTHROP of Massachusetts stated tbat, 
on examining the list of yeas and nays on the vote 
taken, last week, on the motion of Mr. Sranty to 
reconsider the vote by which the resolution of Mr. 
Aruerton, for the printing of the usual number of 
copies of the President’s Annual Message had been 
adopted, he discovered that his name was omitted. 

Mr. JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS stated that he also 
was present, and voted in the affirmative, when the 
question on the motion to reconsider was taken, but 
his name was not recorded. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. WINTHROP moved that the yeas given by 
Mr. J. L. Wituiams and himself, on Thursday last, 
on the question of reconsidering the vote for print- 
ing certain extra copies of the President’s Message, 
be now entered upon the journal, it appearing that 
the same was omitted at the time. 

Mr. PETRIKIN was inclined to question the pro- 
priety of permitting members to have their votes in- 
serted on the journal at so long a time after the de- 
cision had been announced. He thought members 
ought to remain in their places, and listen whether 
their names had been omitted or not, so as to have 
the error rectified at the time. 

After some debate on the propriety of permitting 
the votes to be recorded, in which Messrs. STAN- 
LY, TILLINGHAST, WISE, LEWIS WIL- 
LIAMS, and CUSHING, participated, the motion 
to insert was agreed to by the fullowing vote: yeas 
200, nays 3. 

The SPEAKER then stated that the addition just 
made of two votes in the affirmative, would reverse 
the decision of Wednesday las!, by which the me- 
jton of Mr. Sran.y to reconsider the resolution of 
Mr. ArHEeRT.».N, was rejected. That resolution 
was, therefore, reconsidered, and its merits conse- 
quently open to debate. 

Mr. STANLY then moved to amend the reso. 
lution by inserting 15,000 of the President’s mes- 
sage without, and 5,000 with, the accompanying 
documents. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired whether the order to 
print had been executed. 

The SPEAKER replied that it had not. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, by way of compromise, 
moved further to amend by substituting 5,000 of 
the message with, and 5,000 without, the accompa- 
nying documents. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and decided in the negative. 

The question being then on the amendment of 
Mr. Sranty, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the amendment 
by substituting 10,000 with, and 5,000 without, the 
documents. 

Mr. BEATTY thereupon called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and, being taken, were 
—yeas 110, nays 96, as follows: 

YEAS—Messsrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Barnard, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell’, 
Boyd, Breckenridge, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, 
Barke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler, 
Calhoun, Carr, Carroll, Clifford, Coles, Connor, 
William R. Cooper, Craig, Cranston, Crary, Crock- 
ett, Cross, Dana, Davee, Dennis, Dickerson, Doan, 
Doe, Doig, Dancan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Everett, 
Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Fornance, Galbraith, Gar- 
land, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hawkins, Hillof Virginia, Hill of North Caroli- 
na, Hillen, Hubbard, Jackson, Jame, Jameson, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemp- 
shall, Kille, Lane, Leet, Leonard, Lowe}l, Lucas, 
McGarty, McCicllan, McClure, McCalloch, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Montanya, Mont- 
gomery, Samuel W. Morris, Ogle, Parmenter, Par- 
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| ris, Paynter, Pope, Prentiss, Reed, Reynolds, Ridg- 


way, Edward Rogers, Rya!l, Saltonstall, Samuels, 
Shaw, Slade, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Strong, 
Stuart, Jacob Thompson, Tillix»ghast, Toland, Un- 
derwood, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Peter J. 
Wagner, Watterson, Weiler, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthington— 
110. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Andrews, Baker, Beil, Boardman, Botts,Brews- 
ter, Brockway, Wm. B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Mark A. 
Cooper, Crabb, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies, 


John Davis, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Daw- | 


son, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Fillmore, Floyd, 
Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, 
Grangcr, Green, Habersham, Hall, William S. 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Georze W. Hopkins, 
Hunt, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, 
William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Leadbetter, 
Lincoln, McKay, Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Mon- 
roe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Newhard, Osborne, 
Palen, Parrish, Peck, Petrikin, Pickens, Proffit, 


Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Raynes, Rives, Rus- | 


sell, Shepard, Simonton, Truman Smith, Stanly, 


Starkweather, Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, Tali- | 


aferro, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, 
John B. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Warren, 


John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wil- || 


liams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, and Wise—96. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of Mr.Stranty as amendcd, it was decided in 
the affii mative. 


And the question then being on the adeption of | 


the resolution as amended, it was agreed te without 
a coun!. 
So ten thousand copies of the President’s mes- 


sage with, and five taousand copies without, the | 


accompanying document's, were ordered to be print- 
ed. 
DEATH OF MR. ANDERSON OF KENTUCKY. 


Mr. THOMPSON of Kentecky rose and an. | 


nounced to the House that Simeon H. Anpenson, his 


predecessor in this Congress from the Fitth Disrrict | 
in Kentucky, had departed this life, at his residence | 


in Garrard county, since the last session. Mr. T. 


remarked that his death was a public calamity, be- || 


cause the country, in the morning of his life, and 


as his career of usefulness upon a new theatre had | 
just commenced, had been deprived of one of | 


her most promising sons. In the councils cf his 
native State, he had rendered services to that 
State, and achieved for himself an enviable reputa- 
tion; without opposition, and by the undivided suf- 
frage of his district, he had been returned a member 
for this Congress. His bearing as a gentleman was a 
true evidence of the moral worth and integrity of 
purpose that characterized the man. His brief ser- 
vices here had not fully manifested to this body the 
rich attainments and high order of intellect that, 
combined with his private virtue, had secured to 
him not only public confidence at home, but also 
that respect and attachment which all the better 
sympathies of social life ever accord to merit and 
worth. The bar ef which he was a member and 
an ornament, in his native State, regret his untimely 
death; his district feels the loss. Allied with the best 
blood of the State, he has left a young family to 
mourn the sad bereavement of a kind parent and 
an affectionate husband. Mr. T. presented the 
following resolutions as a token of condolenee to 
that family, and as the last kind office and tribute 
of respect we can pay to the memory of one who 
yet lives in the cherished remembrances and affec- 
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of his friends, his relatives, and of 
Siate of which he was a favorite child, and on 
whom she r-sted high and proud hopes of future 
usefulness and eminence. There is allotted to but 
few a better and brighter fortune than seemed to 
awaithim. The sentiment that “they whom the 








tions the 


| gods love die young” was a tender delusion of 


heathen superstition, in this instance, he trusted, 
but exemplified and adopted by a wise and myste- 


| rious dispensation of the Christian’s Providence. 
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| The malediction, ‘“‘May you die from home,” was 


an imprecation he had enemy malevolent 
enough to utler, and be now reposes as he lived 
and died, surrounded by his household and friends. 

Resolved, That this House with deep regret have 
heard the announcement of the death of Simzon H. 
Anpenson, of Kentucky, late a member of this Con- 
gre's. 

Resolved, That to testify their regard for the de- 
ceased, and as an evidence of the sympathy they 
feel, and hereby tender to his surviving relatives, 
they will wear crape on the left arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, As a further testimony of respect for 
ithe deceased, that when this House adjourn to-day, 
it adjourn to to-morrow. 

DEATH OF MR. RAMSEY, OF PENNSYLVANIA 

Mr. LEET then rose, and addressed the House 
as follows: 

Mr. €peaxer: In accordance with a practice 
which has been sanctioned by long usage, I rise to 
discharge a painful duty; in doing which I feel sure 
the Hcuse will sympathize with me. I rise, sir, to 
announce the death of Wituiam Srerrerr Ram- 
sey, who was a distinguished member of the Penn- 
sylvania delegation, and represented the Cumber- 
land district. He died suddenly in October last, in 
the city of Baltimore, somewhat remete from the 
bosom of his near relatives, but where, however, 
there were not wanting friends to show appropriate 
marks of respectto his memory. His death was 
not less sudden than melancholy. From early in- 
fancy he was aillicted with feeble health, and a 
week constitution. 

Having been called by the people of his dis- 
irict to serve them in the National Legislature of 
his native country, and desirous to execute the 
trust reposed in him, he stroggled through the last 
unusually arduous and exciting se: sion, in the dis- 
charge of his duties, in a manner alike honorable 
to himself, gratifying to his friends, and satisfac- 
tory to his constituents. At the close of the session, 
he fonnd his constitution rapidly yielding to the 
ravages of aconfirmed consumption; and during 
the recess of Congress, in the youth of his days, 
with the fairest earthly prospects before him, (could 
he have lived to realize them,) and at a time when 
one would think he might be buoyant with 
hope, he sunk a victim to gloomy melancholy, 
leaving numerous devoted friends to lament his 
premature and deplorable death. I have never 
been able to feel fully the propriety of panegyric 
on cecasions like this—it excites little or no in- 
terest where the subject of it is unknown, and can- 
not reach his ear, nor enhance his character in the 
esteem of those who knew his ¢ oodness, his taleuts, 
and his virtues. I may be indulged, however, in 
simply saying, that Mr. Ramsey, as a man, was libe- 
ral and kind; and, as a friend, was true and faithfal: 
he enjoyed the advantages of an accomplished 
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€ducation received in this country, and he visited 
some of the most famous places in Europe 
in the anxious pursuit of knowledge, and for 
the improvement of his health. Some time after his 
retarn from Europe, he was in 1838 elected to the 
26:h Congress, and in 1840 wasagain returned by a 
generous and enlightened constituency to the 27th 
Congress. But, alas! he is now no more—he died 
a high minded and honorable man. 

Without making further remarks, I ask the 
House to pay the customary tribute cf respect to 
the memory of a deceased member, by adopting the 
resolutions which | hold in my hand, and now send 
to the Chair. 


Resolved, That the members vf this House will 
testify theic respect for the memory of Wi tim 
Srearett Ramey, by wearing crape on the left 
arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 

The above resolutions were then adopted, 

And the House adjourned until to-morrow at 12 
o'clock, 

IN SENATE, 
Tuxspay, December 15, 1540. 

The PRESIDENT submited a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, enclosing a 
communication from F. R. Hassler, the superio- 
tendent of the coast survey and the constraction of 
weights and measures, showing the progress made 
therein; which was laid on the table. 

Also, a report from the Socretary of the Treasu- 
ry, in compliance with the act for the relief of insol- 
vent debtors; which was re/erred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Wal- 
ter Loomis and Abel Gay; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of General Joseph M. Hernan- 
dez; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Also, the petition of Gad Humphreys; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of Philip Weaddeman; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of Malachi Hagan, which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of John J. Bulow, 
deceased; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD also offered the following resc- 
lution, which was considered and agri ed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing @ pension to Jchn McNeil for wounds received 
durivg the last war. 

Mr. BUCHANAN pre-ented the memorial of 
William W. Chew, Secretary of Legation at St. 
Petersburg; which was referred to the Committe 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ANDERSON presented the petition of Cle- 
ments, Bryan and Company; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memoria! of De 
Forest Manice; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of Charles 
Howe; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. FULTON presented the memorial of mem- 
bers of the Legislature of Arkansas, praying for 
the establishment of a mail route in the counties of 
Monroe, Francis, and Jackson; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


Mr. ROANE presented the petition of the Editor 
of the Farmer's Register, praying for the reduction 
of postage on periodicals; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Pest Office and Post Road:. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
citizens of Madison county, Alabama, praying for 
the establishment of a mail route; which was re- 
ra to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. 


Also, the petition of George Turnley, of Che- 


iy of a road or roads leading to said State; 


rokee county, Alabame; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. C. also gave notice that, on to-morrow, he 
would ask Jeave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the Selma and Tennessee Railroad Company. 

On molion by Mr. FULTON, so much of the 
President’s sanual message as relates to the Post 
Office and post roads was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Pos: Roads. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the petitions of 
Thankful Reynolds, of the widow of John Vance, 
of Huldah Tucker, of Samuel Collins, of Lucy 
Eaton, widow -of John Bennett, of John R. Mid- 
winter, and of Joseph Bassett, now on the files of 
the Senate, were referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the petition and pa- 
pars of Francis A. Dickins, now on file, were re- 
ferred to the Committe on the Judiciary. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of inhabi- 
tants of the counties cf Lake, Henry, and Boone, 
for a mail route; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of the 
heirs of Henry Eckford; which was referred tu the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUBPARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred 

The bi!l for the relief of George W. Paschal; and 

Toe bill to establish a Board of Commissioners 
to hear and determine claims against the United 
States; 
reported the same wi hout amendment. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the 
Pablic lands, to which was referred 

A bill granting to the State of Michigan a quan- 
tity of land to aid said S:ate in the construction of 
a canal arcund the Falls of Ste Marie; and 

A bill to create an addi‘ional land office in the 
State of Michigan, and for other purposes; 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, to which were referred 

A bill to relingish to the State of Alabama the 
two per cent. fund reserved by the act for her ad- 
mission into the Union, to be applied to the making 


A bill to establish an additional land district in 
the State of Alabama; 

A bill for the relief of William Jones; 

A bill for the relief of certain settlers on the pub- 
lic lands, who were deprived of the benefits of the 
act granting pre-emption rights, which was ap- 
proved on the 19'h ot June, 1834; 

A bill to grant other lands to the inhabitants of 
townships deprived of the 16th section by Indian 
reservations; and 

A bill to relinquish the reversionary iaterest of 
the United Siates to a certain reservation in the 
State of Alabama; 
severally reporied the same without amendment. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which were referred 

A bill in relation to donations of Jand to certain 
persons in the S'ate of Arkansas; 

A bill to quiet the titles of certain land claimants 
in the States of Misscuri and Arkansas, and for 
other purposes; 

A bill to settle the title to certain tracts of land 
in the State of Arkansas; 

A bill to authorize the inhabitants of township 
eight north, range thirty-two west, in the State of 
Arkansas, to enter a section of land in lieu of the 
sixteenth section in said township, upon condition 
that the same is surrendered io the United States 
for military purposes; 

A bill authorizing tke inhabitants of fractional 
township ten south, of range one east, in the State 
of Arkansas, to enter one half section of land for 
school purposes; 

A bill for the relief of James Smith of Ar- 
kansas; and 

A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, who lost their improvements in consequence 
of a treaty between the United States and th2 
Chectaw Indians; 
severally reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. SEVIER gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce 




















A bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; 
A bill for the relief of Richard T. Banks; 
A bill making appropriations for the removal of 


the raft in Red River; 


A bill to authorize the Legislature of the State 


of Arkansas to sell the lands heretofore appropria. 
ted for the use of schools in that State; and 


A bill to revive the act entitled “An act to ena. 


ble claimants to lands within the limits of Missour; 
and the Territory of Arkansas, to institute proceed. 
ings to try the validity of their claims,” approved 
the 26:h of May, 1824, and an act amending the 
same, and extending the provisions of said act to 
claimants to land: within the States of Louisiana 
and Mississippi. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama, in pursuance of pre. 


vious notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce 


A bill for the relief of James Walker; and 
A bill for the relief of the legal re presentatives of 


Colin Bishop; 
which were severally read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Roads. 


Mr. C. also, on leave, introduced a bill for the 


relief of Jubal B. Hancock; which was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of previous notice, 


obtained leave to introduce a bill to refund to Noah 
Miller and others part of the proceeds of the sale of 
the British sloop Mary and cargo, which were cap- 
tured by them, and libelled and sold for the benefit 
of the United States; which,with accompanying docu- 
ments, was referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 

Mr. DAVIS gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the Plumb Island Bridge Company. 

Mr. CALHOUN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of the heirs of John De Treville, de- 


| ceased; which was read twice, and referred to the 


Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
provide for the settlement of the claim of the State 
of Maine for the services of her militia; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Mi- 
litary Affairs. 

Mr. W. also, on leave, introduced a bill to regu- 
late the pay and!emoluments of pursers of the 
navy; and 

A bill to regulate and establish the navy ration; 
which was severally read twice, and referred to 
the Commitree on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, in pursuance of previ- 
ous notice, asked and obtained leave to introducea 
bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Col. 
Francis Vigo; which wasread twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Revoluticnary Claims. 

Also, a bill to regulate the jand offices in the 
State of Indiana, and for other purposes; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Also, a bill to authorize the Mount Carmel 
and New Albany Railroad Company to enter on a 
credit a quantity of land, to aid the company in 
the construction of a railroad from New Albany, in 
the State of Indiana, to Mount Carmel, in the State 
of Illinois, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Commitiee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of previous no- 
lice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
authorizing the President of the United States to 
cause cerlain surveys to be made; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Pablic 
Lands. 

Mr. TAPPAN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution, propesing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, so as to limit the term of 
office of the judges of the supreme and inferior 
courts thereof. 


Mr. ANDERSON gave notice that to-morrow 
he would ack leave to introduce a bill to amend aa 
act entitled “An act to authorize the State of Ten- 
nessee to issue grants and perfect titles to certain 
lands therein described, and to settle the claims to 
the vacant and unappropriated lands within the 
same,” passed the 18th day of April, 1806. 
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Mr. HUBBARD, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the settlement of the claims of New Hampshire 
against the United States; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HENDERSON, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and ubtained leave to introduce a bill 
to confirm the survey and location of claims for 
jands in the State of Mississippi, east of Pearl river 
and south of the 3lst degree of north latitude; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. MERRICK, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce 

A bill for the legal representatives of William 
Sanford, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Robert White; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs or legal repre- 
sentatives of Joseph Mortis, deceased; 
which were severally read twice, and referred tc 
the Committe: on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Francis Newman. 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, the documents 
in relation to the better security of the lives of pas- 
sengers on board of steam vessels, now on file, 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FULTON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained Jeave to introduce a bill making 
appropriations for the completion of certain roads 
in the State of Arkansas; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. F. gave notice that, to-morrow, he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill to perfect the titles to 
lands south of the Arkansas river, held under the 
New Madrid locations, and pre-emption rights un- 
der the act of 1814; and 

A bill for the relief of William A. Dixon. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Cray of Kentucky, was taken up for conside- 
ration, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed te communicate to the Senate statements 
showing the quantity of Jand reported by the re- 
gisters and receivers of the several land offices, in 
pursuance of the resolution of the Senate of the 
25th April, 1828, to have been unsold in their re- 
spective districts on the 30th day of June, 1828, 
after having been offered at the minimum price per 
aere, discriminating between the several land dis- 
tricts; what proporuon of the land so unsold en that 
day consisted of first rate land, and what was uan- 
fit for cultivation, according to the reports of the 
said officers; what was their estimate of the ave- 
rage value per acre of the said unsold land; and 
what part of the said land ro remaining unsold 
on the 30th June, 1828, aforesaid, has been since 
sold, and at what price, discriminating between the 
amount sold in each of the districts. And the Se- 
cretary is farther directed to cause parallel co- 
lumns to be prepared, exhibiting in one connected 
view the quantity of land unsold on the day afore- 
said in each district, the amount sinee sold, the 
value as assessed or estimated by the said officers, 
and the prices at which the lands have since actu- 
ally sold; and the aggregate value of the land as 
assessed, and the aggregate amount of the sales 
made since the 30th June, 1828, in each land dis- 
trict. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama offered the following 
amendments: 

Resolved further, That said Secretary cause to be 
exhibited in the report aforesaii, such alterations 
asmay have been made in the several land dis- 
tricts embraced by said reports made pursuant to 
the said resolution of the Sena'e of the 25h of 
April, 1828—showisg in what instances, and to 
what extent, said districts have been enlarged or d - 
minished since the said 30ih day of June, 1828; 
and alsowhat new lands, then embraced by said 
several districts, have since been sold. 


Resolved further, That said Secretary cause to be 
communicated statements showing in separate co- 
lumns the quantity of public land which has been 
offered for sale at public auction, and has remain- 
ed ‘unsold at the minimum price, in each State and 
Territory for a period of five years, and less than 
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ten years; the quantity so offered and remaining 
unsold for ten years and less than fifteen years; the 
quantity so offered and remaiving unsold for fif- 
teen years and less than twenty years; the quauti'y 
so offered and remaining unsold for more than 
twenty and less than thirty years; and the quantity 
which has been so offered and has remained unsold 
for more than thirty years: showing tre aggregate 
at the foot of each column, and the general agegre- 
gate of all the lands which have been offered, and 
have remained unsold for five years and upwards, 
up to the latest returns. : 

The amencments were agreed to; and the reso- 
lution,as amended, was adopted. 

REPEAL OF THE INDEPENDENT TREA.- 
SURY LAW. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, was taken up for consi- 
deration, viz: 

Resolved, That the actentitled ‘An act to gro- 
vide for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the public revenue,” onght to be 
forthwith repealed; and that the Committee on Fi- 
nance be instructed to report a bill accordingly. 

Mr. CLAY said it was no part of his purpose, in 
offering his resolution, to invite or partake in an 
argument on any question that might arise out of 
the great measure to which the resolution relates. 
It was, then, no purpose on his part to enter into 
any argument. He would as lief argue to a con- 
victed criminal, with a rope round his neck, and 
the cart about to leave his bedy, to prove to him 
that his conviction was according to law and jus- 
tice, as to prove that this Sub-Treasury measure 
ought to be abandoned. He had brought forward 
the resolution in the shape in which he had pre- 
sented it to the Senate, because he thought it was 
his duty so todo. The ordinary course of legisia- 
tion—the usual practice, he was aware, in repeal- 
ing existing laws—was to move a resolution of in- 
struction, addressed to a committee, and directing 
an inquiry into the expediency of the measure, or 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to repea! the mea- 
sure which it was wished to get rid of. But there 
were occasions when that ordinary form, he pre- 


sumed, might, and ought to be dispensed with. Ii 


they looked for examp'es to the only period which 
bears any analogy to that which exists at this mo- 
ment—he meant the period of 1800, when Jeffer- 
son came into power, but under circums'anves far 
different, and in a contest more equal and of doubt- 
ful issue than that which has brought the present 
men into power—if they looked back to that pe- 
riod, and saw the alien law, not limited and tem- 
poral, but of permanent duration—could they not 
suppose that it would have been idle and ridiculous 
to move a resolution of inquiry as to the expe- 
diency of repealing that most odious measure? But 
respecting this Sub-Treasury, about which they had 
had about three years and three months’ argument 
—a psriod longer than the last war with Great Bri- 
tain, and half as great as the war of the Revolu- 
tion—under these circumstances, discussion of the 
measure would seem to be unnecessary and mis- 
placed; it was sufficient for him ip say that the na- 
tion wills the repeal of the measure—the nation de- 
crees the repeal of the measure—the nation com- 
mands the repeal of the measure—and the repre- 
sentatives of nineteen States were sent there in- 
structed to repeal it. They might dispute about 
what was or was not involved in the issue of the late 
Presidential contest; they might contend tha: that 
contest affirmed this or that principle or measure, 
and they might dispute about il: he knew it was the 
practice of gentlemen io whom it was his misfor- 
tune to be opposed ia that Sena’e, after elections, to 
contend that this election sanctions this or puts 
down that measure, and that election demons!rates 
that the people are in favor of this and opposed to 
that measure, whether Sub-Treasury or a United 
States Bank, ard there might be a controversy 
about the matier; but on one point it was impossi- 
ble there could be diversity of opinion, either here 
or elsewhere; and that is, that this nation, by one of 
the most tremendous majorities ever given in our 
nation’s annals, whatever else it may have decided, 
has decided against this Sub-Treasury measure. 
And when the nation speaks—when the nation 
w.lls—when the nation commands, what is to be 
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done? There was no necessity to go through 


the form of referring to a commitiee to inquire into 
the expediency of doing what the public senument 
required. What Senator would stand there in his 
place and say he opposed himself to the will of the 
nation? 

He, for one, had hoped that the President of the 
United States, in the messege which he had com- 
municated at the commencement of the session, 
with a magnanimity which would have becoming, 
would have announced the fact of this will of the 
nation, end recommended a conformity to 
it. Let him not be misunderstood. He would 
not ask the President—no, he had too much 
personal respect for him; he had too much 
regard for human nature, to ask the Presi- 
dent to come here and say to Congress, “I have 
been wrong all this time; the measure which ] have 
urged upon you for adoption is one that was found- 
ed in error.” No; it would be unmanly; he (Mr. 
Cray) could not expect it at his hands; but he did 
expect the President would have said what the fact 
was; that he would have admitted that the nation 
had decided against bis favorite measure; and that 
he would have recommended submission tothe will 
of the nation; but least of all did he expect a re- 
commendation and improvement; and that the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury should concur in the recom- 
mendation of amendment and improvement of a 
measure against which the nation had decided, 
which beth the Executive anc the Secretary knew. 
But if they disregard the will of the nation prior to 
the 4th of March next, they knew well that it 
would not endure longer than a Congress could 
convene, and anew President could act on the 
measure. 

But a word as to the effect of a repeal of this 
measure. Woat is the effect of the operation of 
the present Sub-Treasury system? It was said to 
be very successful. This was announced in the 
message, and repeated in the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. Ile should, however, have 
been pleased if those documents had gone into de- 
tails respecting the operation of this measure, 
showing how it had altered the business and the 
relations of the country, and the receipts and dis- 
bur-ements of the revenue. But so far, it was said 
it had satisfied all their expectations, and was in 
successful ope:ation. Now he (Mr. Ciay,) thanked 
God he was far removed from any one ef the Re- 
ceivers Genera!—nay he wished he was farther re- 
moved; buat he should be gladto know where hat 
been its Succes»ful Operation. Perhaps the Senator 
from New Hampshire [Mr. Hunpaap) might com- 
municate the information. He should be glad to 
learn how it had succes-fully operated, from that 
illusirious Senator who had ably and eloquently de- 
fended the Secretary of the Treasury on all 
cecasions; ana he must say that it was a 
most ungrateful return for those services 
to treat bim as he had been treated at a recent 
election for United Sates Senator fur the State of 
New Hampshire. He should be glad, however, 
to learn from kim [Mr. Hunnarp] and from the 
gentleman who was atthehcadot the Committee 
on Finance, in detail, what had been the opera- 
tion of this Sab-Treasury system—how it was 
acting—how it was working—how it was varying 
the financial and commercial and manufacturing 
affairsof the country. He would tell them what 
he understood it to be, though he was separated 
from many of these Receivers General. He un- 
derstood that there was not the slightest difference 
prevailing now, from what, before the 4th of Jaly 
last, was the system in operation. He understood 
that now, as then, the notes of all the specie pay- 
ing banks were received by the collector and trans- 
ferred to the Receivers General. He understood 
the process was this: A merchant of New York 
has a large sum to pay—say $/00; well, he 
gives a check to a specie paying bark—he 
pays no money, bat the check is endorsed 
specie—ani he givés another check with no 
endorsement whatever; both are carried to the bank, 
and are carried io the credit—true, not of the Go. 
verament—but of the Receiver General in his pri- 
vale account, as a private transaciion. Well, they 
all knew, whatever might be endorsed on the check 
for $100 or $300, that they weie both cash paper, 
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rokee county, Alabams; which was referred to the 


€ducation received in this country, and he visited 
some of the most famous places in Europe 
in the anxious pursuit of knowledge, and for 
the improvement of his health. Some time after his 
retarn from Europe, he was in 1838 elected to the 
Q6:h Congress, and in 1840 was again returned by a 
generous dnd enlightened constituency to the 27th 
Congress. But, alas! he is now uo more—he died 
a high minded and honorable man. 

Without making further remarks, I ask the 
House to pay the customary tribute cf respect to 
the memory of a deceased member, by adopting the 
resolutions which I hold in my hand, and now send 
to the Chair. 


Resolved, That the members of this House will 
testify theic respect for the memory of Wittiam 
Srearett Ramixy, by wearing crape on the left 
arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 

The above resolutions were then adopted, 

And the House adjourned until to-morrow at 12 
o'clock, 





IN SENATE, 
Turspay, December 15, 1540. 

The PRESIDENT submited a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, enclosing a 
communication from F. R. Hassler, the superin- 
tendent of the coast survey and the constraction of 
weights and measures, showing the progress made 
therein; which was laid on the table. 

Also, a report from the S:cretary of the Treasu- 
ry, in compliance with the act for the relief of insol- 
vent debtors; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Wal- 
ter Loomis and Abel Gay; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of General Joseph M. Hernan- 
dez; which was referred to the Commitee on 
Claims. 

Also, the petition of Gad Humphreys; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Also, the petition of Philip Weaddeman; which — 


was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of Malachi Hagan, which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of John J. Bulow, 
deceased; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD also offered the following resc- 
lution, which was considered and agri ed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing a pension to Jchn McNeil for wounds received 
during the last war. 

Mr. BUCHANAN pre:ented the memorial of 
William W. Chew, Secretary of Legation at St. 
Petersburg; which was referred to the Committce 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ANDERSON presented the petition of Cle- 
ments, Bryan and Company; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memoria! of De 
Forest Manice; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of Charles 
Howe; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. FULTON presented the memorial of mem- 
bers of the Legislature of Arkansas, praying for 
the establishment of a mail route in the counties of 
Monroe, Francis, and Jackson; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


Mr. ROANE presented the petition of the Editor 
of the Farmer's Register, praying for the reduction 
of postage on periodicals; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Pest Office and Post Road:. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
citizens of Madison county, Alabama, praying for 
the establishment of a mail route; which was re- 
see to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. 


Also, the petition of George Turnley, of Che- 


Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. C. also gave notice that, on to-morrow, he 
would ask Jeave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the Selma and Tennessee Railroad Company. 

On motion by Mr. FULTON, so much of the 
President’s aanual message as relates to the Post 
Office and post roads was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Pos: Roads. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the petit‘ons of 
Thankful Reynolds, of the widow of John Vance, 
of Huldah Tucker, of Samuel Collins, of Lucy 
Eaton, widow -of John Bennett, of John R. Mid- 
winter, and of Joseph Bassett, now on the files of 
the Senate, were referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the petition and pa- 
pars of Francis A. Dickins, now on file, were re- 
ferred to the Committe on the Judiciary. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of inhabi- 
tants of the counties of Lake, Henry, and Boone, 
for a mail route; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of the 
heirs of Henry Eckford; which was referred tu the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUBLARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred 

The bi!l for the relief of George W. Paschal; and 

Toe bill to establish a Board of Commissioners 
to hear and determine claims against the United 
States; 
reported the same wi hout amendment. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the 
Public lands, to which was referred 

A bill granting to the State of Michigan a quan- 
tity of land to aid said S:ate in the construction of 
a canal arcund the Falls of Ste Marie; and 

A bill to create an addiional land office in the 
State of Michigan, and for other purposes; 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, to which were referred 

A bill to relingish to the State of Alabama the 
two per cent. fund reserved by the act for her ad- 
mission into the Union, to be applied to the making 
of a road or roads leading to said State; 

A bill to establish an additional land district in 
the State of Alabama; 

A bill for the relief of William Jones; 

A bill for the relief of certain settlers on the pub- 
lic lands, who were deprived of the benefits of the 
act granting pre-emption rights, which was ap- 
proved on the 19:h of Jane, 1834; 

A bill to grant other lands to the inhabitants of 
townships deprived of the 16th section by Indian 
reservations; and 

A bill to relinquish the reversionary iaterest of 
the United States to a certain reservation in the 
State of Alabama; 
severally reporied the same without amendment. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which were referred 

A bill in relation to donations of Jand to certain 
persons in the State of Arkansas; 

A bill to quiet the titles of certain land claimants 
in the States of Missouri and Arkansas, and for 
other purposes; 

A bill to settle the title to certain tracts of land 
in the State of Arkansas; 

A bill to authorize the inhabitants of township 
eight north, range thirty-two west, in the State of 
Arkansas, to enter a section of land ia lieu of the 
sixteenth section in said township, upon condition 
that the same is surrendered to the United States 
for military purposes; 

A bill authorizing tke inhabitants of fractional 
township ten soath, of range one east, in the State 
of Arkansas, to enter one half section of land for 
school purposes; 

A bill for the relief of James Smith of Ar- 
kansas; and 

A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, who lost their improvements in consequence 
of a treaty between the United States and th2 
Chectaw Indians; 
severally reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. SEVIER gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce 


A bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; 

A bill for the relief of Richard T. Banks; 

A bill making appropriations for the removal of 
the raft in Red River; 

A bill to authorize the Legislature of the State 
of Arkansas to sell the lands heretofore appropria. 
ted for the use of schools in that State; and 

A bill to revive the act entitled “An act to ena. 
ble claimants to lands within the limits of Missour; 
and the Territory of Arkansas, to institute proceed. 
ings to try the validity of their claims,” approved 
the 26h of May, 1824, and an act amending the 
same, and extending the provisions of said act to 
claimants to land: within the States of Louisiana 
and Mississippi. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, in pursuance of pre. 
vious notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce 

A bill for the relief of James Walker; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal re presentatives of 
Colin Bishop; 
which were severally read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Roads. 

Mr. C. also, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Jubal B. Hancock; which was referred ty 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to refund to Noah 
Miller and others part of the proceeds of the sale of 
the British sloop Mary and cargo, which were cap- 
tured by them, and libelled and sold for the benefit 
of the United States; which, with accompanying docu- 
ments, was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. DAVIS gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the Plumb Island Bridge Company. 

Mr. CALHOUN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of the heirs of John De Treville, de- 


| ceased; which was read twice, and referred to the 


Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
provide for the settlement of the claim of the State 
of Maine for the services of her militia; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Mi- 
litary Affairs. 

Mr. W. also, on leave, introduced a bill to regu- 
late the pay and}emoluments of pursers of the 
navy; and 

A bill to regulate and establish the nary ration; 
which was severally read twice, and referred to 
the Commitee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, in pursuance of previ- 
ous notice, asked and obtained leave to introducea 
bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Col. 
Francis Vigo; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Revoluticnary Claims. 

Also, a bill to regulate the jJand offices in the 
State of Indiana, and for other purposes; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Also, a bill to authorize the Mount Carmel 
and New Albany Railroad Company to enter on a 
credit a quantity of land, to aid the company in 
the construction of a railroad from New Albany, in 
the State of Indiana, to Mount Carmel, in the State 
of Illinois, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
authorizing the President of the United States to 
cause cerlain surveys to be made; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committe on the Pablic 
Lands. ' 

Mr. TAPPAN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution, propesing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, so as to limit the term of 
office of the judges of the supreme and inferior 
courts thereof. 

Mr. ANDERSON gave notice that to-morrow 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill to amend an 
act entitled “‘An act to authorize the State of Ten- 
nessee to issue grants and perfect titles to certain 
lands therein described, and to seitle the claims to 

the vacant and unappropriated lands within the 
same,” passed the 18th day of April, 1806. 
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Mr. HUBBARD, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the settlement of the claims of New Hampshire 
against the United States; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HENDERSON, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to confirm the survey and location of claims for 
jands in the State of Mississippi, east of Pearl river 
and south of the 3lst degree of north latitude; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. MERRICK, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce 

A bill for the legal representatives of William 
Sanford, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Robert White; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs or legal repre- 
sentatives of Joseph Mortis, deceased; 
which were severally read twice, and referred tc 
the Committes on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Francis Newman. 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, the documents 
in relation to the better security of the lives of pas- 
sengers on board of steam vessels, now on file, 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FULTON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill making 
appropriations for the completion of certain roads 
in the State of Arkansas; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. F. gave notice that, to-morrow, he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill to perfect the titles to 
lands south of the Arkansas river, held under the 
New Madrid locations, and pre-emption rights un- 
der the act of 1814; and 

A bill for the relief of William A. Dixon. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Cray of Kentucky, was taken up for conside- 
ration, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate statements 
showing the quantity of land reported by the re- 
gisters and receivers of the several land offices, in 
pursuance of the resolution of the Senate of the 
25th April, 1828, to have been unsold in their re- 
spective districts on the 30th day of June, 1828, 
after having been offered at the minimum price per 
aere, discriminating between the several !and dis- 
tricts; what proportion of the land so unsold cn that 
day consisted of first rate land, and what was un- 
fit for cultivation, according to the reports of the 
said officers; what was their estimate of the ave- 
rage value per acre of the said ensold land; and 
what part of the said Jand ro remaining unsold 
on the 30th June, 1828, aforesaid, has been since 
sold, and at what price, discriminating between the 
amount sold in each of the districts. And the Se- 
cretary is farther directed to cause parallel co- 
lumns to be prepared, exhibiting in one connected 
view the quantity of land unsold on the day afore- 
said in each district, the amount sinee sold, the 
value as assessed or estimated by the said officers, 
and the prices at which the lands have since actu- 
ally sold; and the aggregate value of the land as 
assessed, and the aggregate amount of the sales 
made since the 30th June, 1828, in each land dis- 


trict. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama offered the following 
amendments: 

Resolved further, That said Secretary cause to be 
exhibited in the report aforesaid, such alterations 
asmay have been made in the several land dis- 
tricts embraced by said reports made pursuant to 
the said resolution of the Sena'e of the 25h of 
April, 1828—showisg in what instances, and to 
what extent, said districts have been enlarged or d - 
minished since the said 30:h day of June, 1828; 
and alsowhat new lands, then embraced by said 
several districts, have since been sold. 

Resolved further, That said Secretary cause to be 
communicated statements showing in separate co- 
lumns the quantity of public land which has been 
offered for sale at public auction, and has remain- 
ed unsold at the minimum price, in each State and 
Territory for a period of five years, and less than 
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ten years; the quantity so offered and remaining 
unsold for ten years and less than fifteen years; the 
quantity so offered and remaining unsold for fit- 
teen years and less than twenty years; the quanti'y 
so offered and remaining unsold fer more than 
twenty and less than thirty years; and the quantity 
which has been so offered and has remained unsold 
for more than thirty years: showing tre aggregate 
at the foot of each column, and the general agegre- 
gate of all the lands which have been offered, and 
have remained unsold for five years and upwards, 
up to the latest returns. : 

The amencments were agreed to; and the reso- 
lution,as amended, was adopted. 

REPEAL OF THE INDEPENDENT TREA- 
SURY LAW. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, was taken up for consi- 
deration, viz: 

Resolved, That the actentitled ‘An act to pro- 
vide for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the public revenue,” onght to be 
forthwith repealed; and that the Committee on Fi- 
nance be instructed to report a bill accordingly. 

Mr. CLAY said it was no part of his purpose, in 
offering his resolution, to invite or partake in an 
argument on any question that might arise out of 
the great measure to which the resolution relates. 
It was, then, no purpose on his part to enter into 
any argument. He would as lief argue to a con- 
victed criminal, with a rope round his neck, and 
the cart about to leave his bedy, to prove to him 
that his conviction was according to law and jus- 
tice, as to prove that this Sub-Treasury measure 
ought to be abandoned. He had brought forward 
the resolution in the shape in which he had pre- 
sented it to the Senate, because he thought it was 
his duty so todo. The ordinary course of legisla- 
tion—the usual practice, he was aware, in repeal- 
ing existing laws—was to move a resolution of in- 
struction, addressed to a committee, and directing 
an inquiry into the expediency of the measure, or 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to repea! the mea- 
sure which it was wished to get rid of. But there 
were occasions when that ordinary form, he pre- 











sumed, might, and ought to be dispensed with. If 


they looked for examples to the only period which 
bears any analogy to that which exists at this mo- 
ment—he meant the period of 1800, when Jeffer- 
son came into power, but under circums'anves far 
different, and in a contest more equal and of doubt- 
ful issue than that which has brought the present 
men into power—if they looked back to that pe- 
riod, and saw the alien law, not limited and tem- 
poral, but of permanent duration—could they not 
suppose that it would have been idle and ridiculous 
to move a resolution of inquiry as to the expe- 
diency of repealing that most odious measure? But 
respecting this Sub-Treasury, about which they had 
had about three years and three months’ argument 
—a period longer than the last war with Great Bri- 
tain, and half as great as the war of the Revolu- 
tion—under these circumstances, discussion of the 
measure would seem to be unnecessary and mis- 
placed; it was sufficient for him tp say that the na- 
tion wills the repeal of the measure—the nation de- 
crees the repeal of the measure—the nation com- 
mands the repeal of the measure—and the repre- 
sentatives of nineteen States were sent there in- 
structed to repeal it. They might dispute about 
what was or was not involved in the issue of the late 
Presidential contest; they might contend tha: that 
contest affirmed this or that principle or measure, 
and they might dispute about it: he knew it was the 
practice of gentlemen io whom it was his misfor- 
tune to be opposed ia that Sena’e, after elections, to 
contend that this election sanctions this or puts 
down that measure, and that election demonsirates 
that the people are in faver of this and opposed to 
that measure, whether Sub-Treasury or a United 
States Bank, ard there might be a controversy 
about the matier; but on one point it was impossi- 
ble there could be diversity of opinion, either here 
or elsewhere; and that is, that this nation, by one of 
the most tremendous majorities ever given in our 
nation’s annals, whatever else it may have decided, 
has decided against this Sub-Treasury measure. 
And when the nat’on speaks—when the nation 
w.lls—when the nation commands, what is to be 
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done? There was ho necessity to go through 


the form of referring to a commitiee to inguire into 
the expediency of doing what the public seniiment 
required. What Senator would stand there in his 
place and say he opposed himself to the will of the 
nation? 

He, for one, bad hoped that the President of the 
United States, in the message which he had com- 
municated at the commencement of the session, 
with a magnanimity which would have becoming, 
would have announced the fact of this will of the 
nation, and recommended a conformity to 
it, Let him not be misunderstood. He would 
not ak the President—no, he had teo much 
personal respect for him; he had too much 
regard for human nature, to ask the Presi- 
deat to come here and say to Congress, “I have 
been wrong all this time; the measure which ] have 
urged upon you for adoption is one that was found- 
ed in error.” No; it would be unmanly; he (Mr. 
Ciay) could not expect it at his hands; but he did 
expect the President would have said what the fact 
was; that he would have admitted that the nation 
had decided against bis favorite measure; and that 
he would have recommended sabmission to the will 
of the nation; but least of ail did he expect a re- 
commendation and improvement; and that the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury should concur in the recom- 
mendation of amendment and improvement of a 
measure against which the nation had decided, 
which beth the Executive anc the Secretary knew. 
But if they disregard the will of the nation prior to 
the 4th of March next, they knew well that it 
would not endure longer than a Congress could 
convene, and anew President could act on the 
measure. 

But a word as to the effect of a repeal of this 
measure. Woat is the effect of the operation of 
the present Sub-Treasury system? It was said to 
be very successful. This was announced in the 
message, and repeated in the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. Ile should, however, have 
been pleased if those documents had gone into de- 
tails respecting the operation of this measure, 
showing how it had altered the business and the 
relations of the country, and the receipts and dis- 
bur-ements of the revenue. But so far, it was said 
it had satisfied all their expectations, and was in 
successful ope:ation. Now he (Mr. Cray,) thanked 
God he was far removed from any one ef the Re- 
ceivers Genera!—nay he wished he was farther re- 
moved; bot he should be gladto know where hat 
been its Succes» ful operation. Perhaps the Senator 
from New Hampshire (Mr. Hospaap) might com- 
municate the information. He should be glad to 
learn how it had succes-fally operated, from that 
illustrious Senator who had ably and eloquently de- 
fended the Secretary of the ‘Treasury on all 
cecasions; and he must say that it was a 
most ungrateful return for those services 
to treat bim as he had been treated at a recent 
election for United S'ates Senator for the State of 
New Hampshire. He should be glad, however, 
to learn from kim (Mr. Llunnzarp] and from the 
gentleman who was atthehcadot the Committee 
on Finance, in detail, what had been the opera- 
tion of this Sab-Treasury svstem—how it was 
acting—how it was working—how it was varying 
the financial and commercial and manufacturing 
affairs of the country. He wouid tell them what 
he understood it to be, though he was separated 
from many of these Receivers Genera!. He un- 
derstood that there was not the slightest difference 
prevailing now, from what, before the 4th of Jaly 
last, was the system in operation. He understood 
that now, as then, the notes of all the specie pay- 
ing banks were received by the collector and trans- 
ferred to the Receivers General. He understood 
the process was this: A merchant of New York 
has a large sum to pay—say $/00; well, he 
gives a check to a specie paying bark—he 
pays no money, but the check is endorsed 
specie—ani he gives another check with no 
endorsement whatever; both are carried to the bank, 
and are carried to the credit—true, not of the Go. 
veroment—hut of the Receiver Generai in his pri- 
vate account, as a private transaction. Well, they 
all knew, whatever mighi be endorsed on the check 
for $100 or $200, that they were both cash paper, 
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convertible into specie, and this was the usage prior 
to the 4'h of July last; and the paper of no bank 
which did not pay specie was received by the col- 
lector of the public revenue, but the paper of banks 
paying specie was. I! is now received, and it was 
so received before the 4th of July, taking New 
York as an example for illustration. The reve- 
nue, when collected by the collector, wes paid into 
the bank tothe account of Jesse Hoyt—to his pri- 
vate account, over which the Government had no 
control—and now he passed it over to Pdul or 
Saul Allen, who had also an account with the 
bank, over which the Government had no cortrol 
er direction. Well, then, the whole revenue of the 
United Siates, amounting to nineteen millions, ac- 
@oiding to the estimates of the current and 
the next year, but thirteen millions as ac- 
tually received during the present year— 
the whole revenue of the United States, at some 
time or other, passed through the hands and was 
kept in the custody of private individuals who stood 
credited for the amount on the bocks of some bank 
or banks to which they had resort. Well then, if 
he were not mistaken, it was very clear the opera- 
tion of the system so far, had been exceedingly 
limited, and in the event of a repeal, which was 
proposed in that resolution, the result would be that 
the administration of the Treasury Department 
will revert beck to the state of things prior to the 
4th of July, or rather it will continue the ssme state 
of things which yet existed, without interfering with 
the financial affairs of the Government. He hoped 
for another result, should he succeed in obtaining 
a concurrence with his resolution—he hoped 
that an account would be opened, as in olden 
times, as in safe times, and in times of regular ad- 
ministration of the Government, with the Treasu- 
rer of the United States. But he contended that, 
whatever inconveniences could result from a repeal 
of the measure, that was no consideration for 
them. Their duty was marked out by the public 
opinion, and, for one, he was disposed to obey its in- 
struction which, to nineteen States of this Union, 
had been given. 

He would not enter further into a discussion of 
the subject; he would content himself with those 
observations, and he was not disposed to urge 








others toa general expression of opinion; but if 


they could doubt—if they wanted further time to 
consider whether they were acting here as trustees 
of a great community, or were giving a mere ex- 
pression of their own opinions—if, indeed, they 
wanted time for any purpose, he should be the last 
to deny a request so reasonable as that. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he came from one of the 
mineteen States alluded to by the Senator from 
Kentucky, and he was happy to say to that Sena- 
tor that he rejoiced to find it was the disposition of 
the party about to come into power to make pre- 
cisely the issue tendered by this resolution. He 
thanked that Senator, therefore—as he would have 
done yesterday when the resolution was presented, 
had it been proper—for presenting that proposition 
to them. He could say to that Senator, that for 
one—and perhaps he could say it with more pro- 
priety than any other member of that body—he did 
not desire further to 


discuss that measure 
either before the Senate or the country; he 
could only say, that when the Senate was 


called upon to act upon the propositior, he 
was desirous that it should be with an understand- 
ing of what it is, and that the Senate might be as 
fuil as may be, consistent with the attendanee] of 
members in the city. ‘T'oeday he did not desire to 
act upon it, for one Senator pow in town, was sick 
and not able to be in his place; and another left 
town after the last adjournment of the Senate prior 
to yesterday, with the confident expec'ation of re- 
turning Jast evening, who had not yet resumed his 
seat; but if there was a disposition in the Senate to 
aetupon the resolution, and make an expression 
whick would not mislead the public mind, he should 
desire that expression te be made now, and upon 
this resolution. It would bea work of supererogation, 
in a short session Jike this, to pass the resolution, 
and instruct a committee to report a bill for the 
proposed repeal, without any expectation that the 
bill would meet the approbation of the Senate 
Hence he wished that all the members in attend- 
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ance m'ght be present when the vote should be 
taken. But he could not excuse himself if he al- 
lowed the opportunity to pass without some slight 
reference to the remarks of the Senator by whom 
the resolution had bren introduced. That Senator 
had become deeply impressed with the result of the 
late election; and on the point whether it was or 
was not a full and free and fair expression of the 
popular will, he (Mr. Wricnr) did not stand there 
to express an Opinion. He would merely call to 
the honorable Senator’s mind that they nad just 
passed through the first election under this Govern- 
ment, When principles on the part of the domi- 
nant party were not declared, when measures 
were not avowed, and when men stood before the 
country, not to prociaim to the people their prin- 
ciples and measures, bat to apologize for saying 
ncthing in reference to their measures or the policy 
which they proposed to adopt. That being the 
case, the Senate would pardon him for calling their 
attention to the fact, that he, and other Senators 
who had sat there with him from 1832 and 1833 
to the present time, had seen election afierelection, 
when it was the fashion of candidates and of par- 
lies to avow their principles, and had heard the ho- 
norable Senetor, with an ingenuity which cannot 
be surpassed, parry the issue his (Mr. Wricut’s) 
friends had made, and contend, almost with suc- 
cess, that nothing was prejudged by the popular 
voice in those popular elections. Take the 
very measure which ii was now proposed to repeal, 
and what was the judgment of the people, and 
what was the public expression at the Congressional 
elections of 1838 and 1839? Then, if ever, a 
distinct issue or proposi‘ion was presented to the 


people of this country. That was the issue that. 


was pending during the war of more than three 
years’ duration, of which the honorable Senator 
had spoken—that was the only point in controversy; 
and what was the resul'? There was a popular 
branch of the National Legislature unfavorable to 
this measure in 1837 and 1838, and was returned 
in its place in 1838 and 1839, favorable to it; and 
it was adopted in pursuance of a pronunciation of 
the will of the people of this country, pending the 
controversy as to the measure itself. That po- 
pular mind may have changed—it may be 
different now; butif it be, and if the pronuncia- 
tion of the popular opinion has been against 
the Independent Treasury, of what measure, as a 
substitute, has it been in favor?) Has the pronun- 
ciation of the late election declared the popular 
voice of the country to be in favor of a National 
Bank? Will the Senator contend that it was so, 
and will bis party assume it? Or has it declared 
in favor of the policy of another political party, and 
a return to the system of State bank deposites? 
Would the honorable Senator admit that? He 
(Mr. Waicnr) did not say the honorable Senator 
would admit either or both; but he hada right to 
ask the question. 

But the Senator says the result of the late elec- 
tion has been a triumphant pronunciation against 
this measure. flow jis it ascertained? By what 
declaration of policy or principle on the part of that 
party which has become predominant? Why, 
he should suppose—and he made the  re- 
mark without intending disrespect any where 
—if the result of the late election could be claimed 
as proving any thing, it was to prove that they 
were to take down the splendid edifice in which 
he then stood, and erect a log cabin in its place— 
that instead of the rich draperies acd valuable 
pictures before them, they were to hang around 
their chamber coon skins, cat skins, and other 
trophies of the chase. But the Senator does not 
claim such to be our duties, resulting from the 
late expression of the popular will. No, such is 
not, and has not been, the result of the pronun- 
ciation of the will of the freemen of this country; 
and yet, could they not prove such conclusions 
with double force and double testimony over that 
which the honorable Senator seeks now to esta- 
blish—the condemnation of the Sub-Treasury 
measure? And yet they were called upon to 
be silent, to submit, and to obey this foregone 
decree. Against the popular pronunciation 
made at the late elections, he should not intention- 
ally utter one word—the decision of the people he 
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should respeet; for they were yet, thank God, the 
highest tribunal known to our country and her jn. 
stitutions. When the powers which that election 
has brought into existence shall constitutionally 
take their places, he should be one of those who, 
whether as a private cilizen or in the high position 
in which he then stood, would be found ready to 
render a constitutional submission; but he was not 
ready to admit that, in rendering ils verdict, the 
popular voice bad pronounced its decision against 
this measure; or if it had, that it had decided in fa- 
vor of any other measure in its place. What, then, 
was the argument of the gentleman in favor of 
this precipitate repeal? Was it that the measure 
was doing mischief to the country, and was work- 
ing evil to the people? He (Mr. Wrionr) 
did not understand him to say so. It was 
that it was not carried out in its terms and 
spirit—that the law was not observed, but that it 
was violated by the officers appointed under it. 
Well, the honorable Senator might be right, for 
he (Mr. Waicut) had not that acquaintance with 
banking institutions which would enable him to 
pronounce on the fact. If that were so, however, 
did it follow that the law must be repealed, be- 
cause the law was not observed? And should they 
expect from the honorable Senator that mode of 
getting rid of a salutary law which was not exe- 
cuted? Should not, rather, an inquiry be insti- 
tuted to ascertain whether the officers did discharge 
their duty? He knew not what the fact might 
be any where, but he confessed it would have 
pleased him better if the honorable gentleman had 
consented to take Philadelnhia. instead of New 
York, as an example; and he knew the New York 
banks were specie paying banks; and he knew it 
was the constructive duty of the Receiver General 
to receive three-fourths of the revenue there in the 
notes of specie paying banks; but does the Phila- 
delphia Receiver General take checks upon non- 
specie paying banks? And if the Receiver General 
of New York, instead of compelling the merchants 
to bring specie to his vaults, takes a certified check 
that is payable in specie, and presents it for pay- 
ment himself, is the law violated, or is the commu- 
nity injured? What, then, is the argument? 
Why, that there had been but little salu- 
tary influence from the practcal operation 
of this law, and therefore it was better to 
repeal it. Repeal it for what?) To take the reve- 
nues out of the reach of Congress, and place them 


| again where they had virtually been since the sus- 


pension oi the banks in 1837, until the passage of 
the law—in the hands of the Executive? Will it be 
better to put them exclusively in Executive hands, 
or to keep them within the power and provisions 
of a law, even if it does not suit the Senator, uttil 
a bettersystem can be devised? What is the course 
of wisdom, and what has been the popular voice 
in the matter? But he was going further than he 
had intended, and therefore he should suspend fur- 
ther remark. He did not desire to foreclose the 
debate by a motion to postpone now, but when 
the Senate came to act upon this resolution, he de- 
sired that the decision should be the sense of the 
Senate, and of as full a Senate as the attendance of 
members of the Senate in the city would permit. 
For the present he would only ask that the vote be 
taken by ayes and noes. 

Mr. CLAY was not partitularly desirous to 
press this measure until Senators were on the floor, 
and he should have great pleasure to concur in any 
reasonable suggestion ot the Senator from New 
York. But while he was up, he would ask the 
gentleman from New York, who charged upen the 
party which had obtained the predominance, that 
they had no known principles, whether that gen- 
tleman desired to know his®(Mr. Cxay’s) princi- 
ples, or the principles of the friends with whom he 
was associated? Did he desire to know their opi- 
nions with respect to this Sub-Treasury measure? 
Why, had they not been battling, with the whole 
country coming to their aid, against this identical 
measure? Had the Senator any difficulty in guess- 
ing that the party coming into power, when it 
assumed the reins of government, would put aside 
this measure? The Senator told them that at one 
time an apparent popular expression in favor of the 
measure, in 1838 and 1839—that a popular major'- 
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ty sanctioned the measure—and that it was finally 
carried in the popular branch of Congress. He 
hoped the honerable Senator would relieve him 
from the necessity of looking into the New Jersey 
affair. He need not enter into the consideration of 
the composition ef the majority in the other House 
when the Sub-Treasury was passed; but who 
amongst them, who had attended to the progress of 
events during the election of 1840, could doubt that 
the public opinion was against ii?) The honorable 
Senator had called upon them to declare what 
would be their measures after this Sab-Treasury 
was destroyed? Whether it would be a Bank of 
the United States, or whether it would be a system 
in connection with the local banks? Why, suffi- 
cient for the day is the evil thereof; they had now 
nothing but the Sub-Treasury to handle, and that 
was sufficient for them. Let them remove that out 
of the way, and then those coming into power 
would bring forward theic measures, and then it 
would be time for the distinguished Senator from 
New York to be heard. 

The Senator from New York said, the party 
coming in were coming without principles, and 
they would be at liberty to adopt any measure 
they pleased. But did not the gentleman know 
that the party coming in were opposed to the Sub- 
Treasury? Did he not know that they were in fa- 
vor of a sound and safe regulation of the currency, 
as far as it can be done consistently with the Con- 
stitution of the United States? Did he not know 
that they were for economy, and against the exira- 
vagance of the downfallen Administration? Did 
he not know they were for retrenchment, and that 
they were opposed to the extent and alarming 
magnitude, and fearful usurpation and abuse of 
Executive power? And therefore, the gentleman 
could not reprove them for a want of principle. 
After some other remarks, he said he found he was 
precipitated into the discussion beyond what he had 
intended; but in reference to the observations of the 
Senator from New Yori, he said he saw no neces- 
sity for much delay. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had supposed that the 
party about toc\me into power wou!d have been 
content with their decisive victory, and that the 
business of the session would be allowed to go on 
quietly, without calling up any of the exciting 
topics that entered into the late canvass, or antici- 
pating the measures belonging properly to the com- 
ing administration. The country has just passed 
through one of the most agitating canvasses it ever 
has, and it is time it should have repose; and he, 
for one, had determined, if it should not, it would 
not be his fault. Without adverting to the past, 
he had made up his mind to wait and form no opi- 
nion till General Harrison had assumed his high 
and responsible office, and developed the principles 
and policy on which he intended to administer the 
Government, in an official and responsible form, 
If he shoul’, in good faith, by practice as well as 
professioa, adopt the course which the Senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] has assured us he 
would; if his administration shall be one of re- 
trenchment and economy, deep and thorough, for 
they are both much needed; if it shall be op- 
posed to a national debt, funded or unfunded; 
if against the improper extension of Executive 
power, and shall be opposed to the use of its pa- 
tronage as the means of rewarding mere partisan 
service; and if, finally, as intimated in the canvass 
by the distinguished Senator from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Wessrer,] it should be ccnducted on the good 
old but much derided doctrines of Jefferson, it 
should not only have his approbation, but his cor- 
dial and cheerful sapport, notwithstanding his ob- 
jections to the means by which his election was se- 
cured. But he would rather have these declara- 
tions officially from General Hairison himself, than 
from the honorable Senator, however high his au- 
thority might be considered. I (said Mr. C.) ne- 
ver have played, and never intend to play, the game 
of in and out in politics. It is unsuited to the na- 
tare of owr Government, and unbecoming those it- 
vested with the high ani sacred trust of ad- 
ministering it. His course was. immovably 
made up. He would give the coming Adm- 
nistration his support in all measures which his 
judgment approved, and opposition to all which it 
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disapproved; and, if he was found in systematic 
opposition, it would be because of systematic de- 
parture from the prince ples and policy which he be- 
lieved to be essential to the p: osperity and Liberty of 
the Union. 

With these views, he could not, with the Sena‘or 
from New York, regard with pleasure the introduc- 
tion of this resolution. Ona the contrary, he rezgard- 
ed it with regret, because it was calculated to keep 
up the excitement of the late canvass, and prevent 
the repose which naturally follows the deep agita- 
tion through which the country has just passed, 
and which is necessary to that calm review, with- 
out which it is impossible to cerrect past errors, 
and turn them to profitable account in future. Let 
the people have an interval of eight or nine 
months, from theend of this session to the com- 
mencement of the nexi,to think over calmly and 
deliberately the past, andthe course that ought to be 
taken hereafier, and much profit wili result to the 
country. Viewed in this light, he not only re- 
gretted the introduction of the resolution, 
but the ground on which the Senator puts the 
repeal of the measure contemplated. He 
assumes the ground that the people had de- 
cided against the Sub-Treasury in the late electi n. 
He (Mr. Catnoun) donbted the fact. The 
election decided nothirg but that General 
Harrison should be elected President for the rext 
term; and he entered his solemn protest against the 
attempt to make any other inference the basis of 
our efficial action; and in doing so, he but took 
the grovnd taken by the Senator and those with 
whom he acted, when it was attempted to construe 
ina similar manner a former election to have 
decided against the renewal of the charter of the 
United States Bank, and in favor of certain mea- 
sures to which he was opposed. He (Mr. Cat- 
HOUN) regarded every attempt at such in- 
ference to be dangerous and unconstitutional. 
No one had a higher regard for the voice of the 
people than he had; but he could only recognise it 
in his official acts, when pronounced through its 
proper organ, ani onthe subject, and to the ex- 
tent only, which the Constitution made it binding. 
Thus thinking, he bowed in obedience to their 
voice, uttered in the late election, that General 
Harrison should be the next President, but to that 
extent only could he here, in his placs as Senator, 
recognise it. 

It is not only against the genius of our system 
to extend it farther, but idle to attempt to extend it 
to the measure the Senator has. Whois there that 
does not know that in the late canvass the great 
issue—who should be President—depended on a 
thousand others, direct and indirect, of which the 
Sub-Treasury was but one? Who does not remem- 
ber that the imputed extravagance of the Adminis- 
tration, the report of one of the Secretaries on the 
militia question, Hove’s case, and innomerable 
other oDjections, were made to the present incum- 
bent, as well as countless numbers urged in favor 
of his opponents, in addition to his objection to the 
Sub-Treasury?' They must all have been supposed 





































































have been so zealously and incessantly urged by 


candidate. 
round, and tell us that there was but a single ques- 
tion at issue, and that question the Sab-Treasury? 


candor. 


portant measure. If such should 















against any such alternative? 


in vain to attempt to elude it. 






to influence the result, or surely they would not 


those who advocated the claims of the successful 
How, then, can gentlemen now turn 


But he, Mr. C. desired to speak with perfect 
Though he by no means considered it 
certain, yet there was reason to fear that a majority 
of the community was opposed to that highly im- 
turn out to be 
the fact, he would regret it profoundly; but are gen- 
tlemen certain that there is a majority in favor of 
any alternative measure that can be presented, 
and that there is not a majonty in its favor, 
That is the point. 
Let me te!] gentlemn, when they come to the real 
question—not only whether the Sub Treasury shall 
be repealed, but what shall be substituted, they 
will not find so easy a vic'ory as they expect. That 
is the question which you must meet, and it will be 
As to one of the 
only two possible alternatives—he referred to the 
repudiated and condemned pet bank system—which 
the gentleman had so justly denounced so far back 
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as 1834, on the question of the removal of the de- 
posites, as t.¢ most faliacious, rickety, and corrupt 
system which could be adopted, which they prophe- 
sied, and truly prophesied, would explode and blow 
up ics authors, he took it for granted that there was 
no danger of that being @nposed on the country by 
the coming administration. He trusted that would 
not be the result of all the late agitation, and the 
decided victory they had achieved. 

As to the other alternative—a National Bank— 
he would not go intothat now. It will be time 
enough, after General Harrison comes in, and re- 
commends it to our adoption, if, with his constitu- 
tional objections, he ever should. But come when 
that time might, if itever should, he should stand 
up and resist it every faculty, and al! the " 
energy with which nature had bestowed on ‘08 
him; for, as he lived, he believed the day on which oe 
a National Bank shall be established, with a ca- J 
pital of fifty or a hundred millions, and twenty 
years’ duration, and with power and privileges 
sufficient to control the currency and business of 
the country, would be the end of our liberty, and 
would as effectually create a sovereign power, as 
if General Harrison were elecied President for 
life, with the right of succession in his descend- 
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ants, and even more so. ; 
To either of these, the much abused Sub-Trea- “Fi 
sury will be found to be the only alternative. Con- ete 
demned and vilified as it was, the country, if it ten) 
desired to preserve its free institutions, must a% 
come to i!; nor was it less for the advantage of the Oe 


banks themselves, than the country, that it should. 
Yes, for the banks; he knew what he said; he 
weighe! every word. He regarded those the 
greatest enemies, in reality, to the banks, however 
kind their intention, who would force them again ‘ 
into aunion with the Government, against the ie 
deep conviction of the injustice, impolicy and es 
unconstitutionality of such union, of a powerful 
and determined party, not much _ inferior eet 
in numbers than their opponents, if tested even by 
the late election; for, however strong the vote of tay 
the electoral college, the popular vote in favor of 
General Herrison did not much exceed one hun- 
dred thousand out of upwards of two millions of 1 il 
votes. If, against the fixed opinion of this powerful ts 
and resolute party, the coming Administration 

should force a reunion keiween bank and Giovern- a 
ment, they would, at the same time, force them ; 
into the political arena of party conflict, which 
could not fail to overthrow the whole system in ils i$ 
convulsive movements. He warned the banks, and 
those interested in them, against the fatal tendency 
of their indiscreet friends, who would, under such 
circumstances, force the reunion. He was no 
enemy to the existing banks, while he had no con- 
fidence in the system as it existed in this country 
and Great Britain. He believed that banks of issue 
and circulation were founded ona mistake, and 
must run down, by their own inherent defects, 
against every effort to stay their descent, and had 
long thought so; but he made no war on them, and 
never had. They were running down of them- 
selves, according to his impression, too fast 
for the good of the country, and his 
policy was to retard, and not accelerate 
their descent. He acted on the same principle 
in 1834, when the deposites were removed; 
and in‘obedience to it, urged a course, which, if it 
had been adop'ed, would have saved the country 
and banks from the disasters which have since fol- 
lowed. On the same principle he acted at the ex- 
tra session in 1837, and had ever since, in advo- 
cating the separation of the Government from the : 
banks, as the only means of extrieating them from a 
politics, and leaving them quietly to be reformed or 
run out, under the action of an enlightened and 
calm public opinion. He was, and ever had been, 
averse to all sudden and forced measures in reference 
to the currency, even as applied to our system, as 
bad as he believed it to be. 

In addition to the supposed condemnation of the 
Sub-Treasury by the people at the late election, 
the Senator urged another reason for its repeal, 
that it would make no practicas change. He 
says that the practice under the existing law is, 
in reality, the same as it was before its pas- 
sage, and would be after the repeal, If so, why, 
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then, this haste to repeal it? Why agitate 
the country, so anxiously seeking repose, on 
a subject acknowledged by him to be wholly 
immaterial? Why not allow the measure to go on 
quietly valil he and his party come into power, and 
then they could act deliberately on the subject, and 
not only repeal a measure they consider so obnox- 
ious, but also present their substitute, so as to af- 
ford the community a fair opportunity of deciding 
between them? But be the practice under it what 
it may, the difference belween the two states of 
things, that which now exists and that which would 
if the measure proposed by this resolution shculd 
be adopted, is tar, very far, from being so immate- 
rial as the Senator seems to suppose. The Sab- 
‘Treasury, as established by law, be it wise or not, 
s, at all events, legal and constitutional, No one 
can deny that; but should the Senator's resolution 
succeed, and the act be repealed, he would restore 
the state of things which he, and those with whem 
he has acted, have coniended, for these three years, 
to be illegal and unconstitutional, and which placed 
the control over the public money wholly nnder the 
discretion of the Executive! Is that nothing? 

As to the practice, if it be such as the Senator 
supposes, he (Mr. Catuovun) held it directly contra- 
ry to law, and that the officer who had dared to 
practise it, deserved punishment and expulsion 
from office. If the Senator desired to pursue the 
subject, and wou'd move a resolution to ascertain 
the facts, it should have hissnpport. He would be 
the last to protect any officer, high or low, in the 
violation of law. 

He had said more than he intended when he rose, 
but would not take his seat without aga n entieat- 
ing the gentlemen on the other side not to force 
on a controversy atthis time. The people of the 
United States had elected General Harrison, 
whether by proper or improper means, was not a 
question for him. He acquiesced in the decision, 
and wished to see the excitement, which accompa- 
nied the contest, subside. He was prepared to 
give his administration a fair trial, as he would 
any other‘constitutionally elected by the people. 
He should watch it witha vigilant eye, but with 


no disposition to oppose, unless his measuresshould | 


force him into opposition, in defence of what he 
believed to be the welfare and liberty of the 
country. 

Mr. ANDERSON said that, occupying the po- 
sition which he did, after what had fallen from the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, he felt it to be 
his duty to express his entire dissent from the views 
which had been urged upon the Senate ia support 
of the proposition now under consideration. He 
said that he regretted exceedingly that the Sena’or 
had deemed it proper to bring up anew the exciting 
questions which had so recently agitated the coun- 
try. In this he concurred with the honorable Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, and believed that the pub- 
lic mind needed repose, at least for a short period; 
and he could not but express his astonishment that 
any aitempt should now be made which wou!d ne- 
cesarily pass in review the events of the last can- 
vass. Sir, said he, I do not express this regret be- 
cause of the position which I may be supposed to 
hold in relation to that question, and coming, as I 
do, from a State which has cast its suffrage for 
General Harrison. A more suitable time will ar- 
rive, when this whole subject would properly come 
under the administrative action of the President 
elect; but now it must brirg up a discussion of 
events utterly unprofitable to the public welfare, 
and about which a wide difference of opinion has 
surely obtained, if I understand rightly the true 
ground upon which the gentleman has based his 
proposition to repral the Intependent Treasury 
act. The gentleman said that the recent election 
of General Harrison was an implied instruction to 
Senators coming from the nineteen States which 
had supported him, to repeal that measue. Sir, I 
deny that this inference is just; and astreng ob- 
jection to the resolution proposed by the honorable 
gentleman i:, that it is not supported by such an 
issue in the late canvass as to make it conclusive. 
I deny that the Independent Treasury was the in- 
duciag cause to the success of Genera! Harrison 
It was notthe exclusive issue. Following, sir, the 
example set by older Senators of both parties, I 
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mingled among the people in this contest, and 
knew that ether queslions had a much more powerful 
effect—questions which were made to go home to 
their hopes and their fears—and that they did not 
consider this as the great issue upon which they 
were to decide. The extraordinary pressure of the 
times, some peculiar circumstances, and the mili- 
tary services of General Harrison, advancing 
in the lead of the mass of questions, had 
a most powerful agency in producing the re- 
sult! Who, sir, can fo get that his military 
pretensions were urged with great ardor and 
eloquence upon this floor by the gentleman from 
South Carolina, who usually sits opposite to me— 
and by the gentleman from Kentucky, who sits to 
my right on the other side of the house. And can 
we fail to advert to the very fountain from which 
sprang all their success—their convention at Harris- 
burg? There they solemnly resolved that they would 
make no formal declaration of their opinions—no, sir, 
none. The thing was to be left to the individuai 
skill and judgment of their partisans; and now, 
after the close of the contest, the first step to be 
taken is an absolute demand, upon this floor, that 
Congress shall declare, in effect, that such was the 
issue made and decided before the people. The very 
avowal of the Senator from Kentucky, when pressed 
by the Senator from New York upon the subject of 
the United States Bank, as the antagonist measure 
to the Independent Treasury, that “sufficient for 
the day is the evil thereof,” is mysterious, but equi- 
valent to the declaration that the Independent Trea- 
sury was the great exclusive issue before the peo- 
ple. I utterly deny this inference. There were nu- 
merous issues, and a combination of causes, which 
it is unnecessary to repeat. 

] trust that I would be among the last men deli- 
berately to attempt, in a representative capacitv, to 
disobey the instructions of my constituents. But, 
sir, no instructions, such as insisted upon, have 
been made; and the honorable gentleman will find, 
when he submits the true issue of a United States 
Bank as the antagonist of the Independent Treasu- 
ry, the decision of the people will in all probability 
be egainst the former. Then, and not till then, 
shall we have the true issue, and the true result. 

Mr. HUBBARD roe and said: Mr. Presi- 
DeNT:—I cannot deny, when I read the reso‘u- 
tion in the morning’s paper, which had been of- 
fered on yesterday by the Senator from Kentucky, 
that I was somewhat surprised. I little anticipated 
any such movement during this short session of 
Congress. I had supposed that the repeal of the 
Incependent Treasury act weuld be aitemp‘ed un- 
der the next Administration, but I had not even 
imagined that it would then be urged without pre- 
senting some substitute; and I must confess that I 
did not look for such a proposition from any quar- 
ter during the continuance of the present Adminis- 
tration. It is, however, before us; and it presents 
a distinct question. The resolution proposes to in- 
struct the Committee on Finance to reporta bill pro- 
viding for the immediate repeal of the Sub-Trea- 
sury act; it is presented to the same Senate; it pro- 
poses to bring the subject before the very Congress 
which, but a few months past, enacted this very 
measure. Sir, I could not have believed that 
any member of this body would urge upcn the Se- 
nate the repeal of this measure which had been 
adopted after so much debate, after so much reflec- 
tion, and after so much consideration. But, I 
again say, that the proposition has been present- 
ej; let us now meet it manfully, and with a 
determination to review the whole ground. I can- 
not say, with the Senator from South Carolina, 
that I regret that this proposition has been brought 
forward. I can say that I did not anticipate it. I 
can assure the Senator from Kentucky, before us 
as it is, it cannot silently be disposed of. It must, 
andI trust it will, be debated, and fully debated. 
Let the whole ground which has heretofore been 
occupied in argument, be re-examined; and Jet it 
be made to appear, if it can be, that onr positions 
are untenable, and that our arguments are falla- 
cious, and that the measure itself ought to be aban- 
doned. If all that can be shown, thea, for one, I 
shall be prepared to vote for its repeal; but until 
that can be done, I will sustain the measure, essen- 

tially connected, as I believe it to be, with the best 
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‘in relation to the public expenditures. 


interests of the country, with what little ability | 
possess. What are the reasons, Mr. Presiden 
which have induced the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky to offer his resolution? He says that 
the result of the late election is an expression of 
the deliberate jadgment of the American people 
in relation to this measure. That they have spoken, 
in language too plain to be misunderstood 
their utter condemnation of this Sub-Treasury 
system. That they have demanded at our hands 
its immediate repeal. Sir, I utterly deny the fact, 
and I stand here saying that no man has the right 
to make any such deductions from the result of the 
recent Presidential election. The declaration js 
uowarranted, in my judgment,from the facts known 
to have existed during that canvass. What right 
has the Senator to say that any such issue was 
made up before the American people? Where is 
the evidence of i:? Who ever heard from the party 
newspapers of the day, that the new dynasty in. 
tended arepeal of the Sub-Treasury, and that an 
appeal was ever made to the people, urging upon 
them the propriety of changing the present Admi- 
nistration, so as effectually to put down “this bill 
of abominations,” as they were pleased to call it. 
Others may have seen such avowals, but if they 
existed, they wholly escaped my observation. No 
declaration was made by the great Convention at 
Harrisburg against this Sub-Treasury policy, which 
had been in operation for years before. No such 
manifesio has been published since by any conven 
tion opposed to the present Administration. This 
was not the issue made up before the American 
people. 
* It may have been intended—it was certainly not 
avowed—and until this resolution was offered, who 
has ever heard that it was the purpose of the Oppo- 
sition to bring about a repeal of the Sub-Treasury, 
without, at the same time, presenting some other 
measure in its stead? 

Mr. President, I well recollect that soon after the 
Convention at Harrisburg, and just before the 
spring elections in Virginia, a document was sent 
forth under the authority of an executive commit- 
tee. And was the Administration assailed in that 
document for its Independent Treasury operations? 
No, sir; the Administration was attacked for its 
alleged wastefalness, its profligacy and corruption, 
It was at- 
tacked for avt‘empting to pals. upon the country a 
standing army of two hundred thousand militia. It 
“was the expenses of the Administration, and Mr. 
Poinsett’s militia report, which constituted the 
grounds of attack in the document to which I have 
referred; and they constituted the great bur- 
den of the Opposition song in my _ country, 
from the close of the late session ef Congress, 
until the day of election. Had the direct proposi- 
tion been submitied to the American people, “Will 


| you continue the Indepsndent Treasury system as 
| itis, or will you go back to the Siate bank deposite 


sysiem as it was in 1836?” what think you, sir, 
would have been their decision? For one, I enter- 
tain no doubt, if the people could have been left to 
the exercise of their sober judgement, that they 
would have returned a clear verdict in favor of 
this great measure of the present Administration. 
And just so would it have been had the question 
been a Bank of the United States or a continuance 
of the present sysiem. But no such issue was 
made, and, of consequence, no such decision has 
been given as has been alleged. No such infer- 
ence can fairly be drawn from the result of the late 
election. 

The Senator from Kentucky says, unless the re- 
peal of this act now takes place, that, as soon as a 
Congress can be assembled after the 4th of March 
next, they will not fail to accomplish the work. 
Be it so. I rejoice at this distinct declaration 
of the Senator. I did not believe that it would 
even be attempted without going further. The 
declaration of hostility to this great measure has 
gone forth, and I rejoice at it; and time will show 
whether the Senator from Kentucky is right in his 
calculations as to the state of popular opinion—of 
public sentiment with reference to this. measure. 
In my own State, I know fall well that it is held in 
high commendation; and if it be true, as alleged, 
that the result of the late elections is to be regard- 
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ed as atest of the popu'arity of this measure, the 
Senator himself will, and must admit, that the peo- 
ie of New Hampshire have expressed a most 
undoubted opinion in its favor, for the majo- 
rity in thatState, friendly to this Administration, is 
one hundred per cent, greater now than it wasat 
the last contested election in 1838, _ 

I cannot doubt, no member of this Senate, no 

citizen of this country, has a right to doubt, that 
the Independent Treasury act which passed at the 
last session of Congress, and which is now the 
law of the land, and in successful operation, is to 
be made the subject of attack by the next adminis- 
tration. This purpose is avowed distinctly by the 
Senator from Kentucky. And although we are 
without any official promulgation of this intent 
from him who has been elected to preside over this 
nation, yet it comes to usin no questionable shape. 
It is avowed by the very man whom the President 
elect has recently declared (if I read the journals 
of the times correctly) is more worthy of the place 
than himself. It is, therefore, fair to infer that the 
Senator speaks like one having authority. I shall 
not be here; but able and efficient friends will be 
ready to take care of this great measure. Let all 
repare for the contest. Then, and not till then- 
will this battle be fought with any prospect of suc 
cess. The present movement cannot succeed, in 
my judgment. 

The Senator from Kentucky says that there is 
no practical difference in the management of our 
fiscal concerns under the Sub-Treasury system, 
and under that system which existed anterior to 
the coming in of this Administration. It may be 
so; but, if the fact be as stated, those charged with 
the execution of the law are greatly in fault, and 
should be held answerable for any departure from 
the line of their official duty. But, sir, I greatly mis- 
take the sequel of the times—I greatly misjudge the 
indications of popular feeling, if there is not an 
increasing sentiment favorable to this Sub-Treasury 
policy. And if the new Administration design no- 
thing more than the repeal of this’ measure, their 
anticipated security in the confidence and support of 
the community will fail them. The Senator has 
appealed to me for information as to the manner of 
execuling this Treasury scheme. Mr. President, I 
may not live quite as remote from one of these Re- 
ceivers Genere| as the Senator himself, and, unlike 
him, I have no wish to live more remote. One 
thing I believe as much as I believe in my exist- 
ence—that he who is charged with the execution of 
this act at Boston does not disregard its provisions 
in practice. I know hm well: and, knowing him 
as I do, I should be slow to believe that the Re- 
ceiver General at that point fails to carry into fall 
effect the letter of the Independent Treasury act. 
If he does, sir, I can assure the Senator from Ken- 


























































tucky the fact is unknown to me. The known 
fidelity of that officer is a sure guarantee 
that his whole duty will be performed. 


The Senator from Kentucky has seen fit 
to allude toa recentelection inmy own State— 
why, or wherefore, I cannot tell. I's connection 
with the ques'ion before us I do not readily discover. 
What it has to do with the adoption of his resolu- 
tion Tam unable tosec. But, sir, if the Senator 
has adverted to that oceurrence—to the result of 
that election—in the belief that it has led to any in- 
terruption of the friendly relations which have 
hitherto existed between the distinguished individual 
who now presides over the fiscal department of our 
Government and myself, he is entirely mistaken, He 
has spoken of my readiness on all oceasicns te defend 
that officer and his measures—and he has been 
pleased to add tha: I have defended him “with great 
ability and with great elequence.” Sir, it has been 
my fortune, since I have been a member of this Se- 
nate, to hear attacks frequently made upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury by the Senator and bis 
friends. Against those attacks I have defended 
him, and successfully defended him ; but my snc- 
cess was to be attribu‘ed to the merit of the de- 
fence, and not to any  pariicular ability 
of his: defender. It is true that, for along time, 
there has been kept up an unreserved intimacy 
between that off cer and mysel:'; anda more faith- 
ful, intelligent, and indastrious officer, has not been 
connected with the Government during its continu- 







































ance. The administration cf the 
over which he has so long and so ably presided 
in the worst of times; the difficulties and discou- 
ragement which he has experienced in the p rform- 
ance of his official duties, and which he has so 
triumphantly overcome; the present state and 
condition of that Department, show tothe world 
thatthe attacks which have brenso gratuitously 
made upon that officer, are without foundavion. 
It is true, sir, thatan electicn has recently been 
made by the Legislatureof our native Srate, and 
that election has resulted in eleva'ing to the office 
of United States S2nator the individual to whom I 
have referred. The people of my State had given 


a triumphant vote in favor of Mr. Van Buren’s ad- | 


ministration. That administration had been defeated 
by the decision of the American people. No man had 
been more devoted to, or identified with, the Admi- 
nistration, than the individual now atthe head of 
the Treasury Department. 
try is better prepared to defend the measures and 
to carry out the policy of that Administration than 
the Secretary himse!f. And from the avowal 
which has been made 02 this floor this day, it must 
be matter of gratulation and pride to the people of 
my own State and of the country, thitt he will be 
here ready to mest the Senator from Kentucky, 


face to face, in defending his favorite measure | 


against the assaults of its enemies. Sir, I have no 
cause to complain, neither of the successful candi- 
date nor of my own people. I know full well the 
considerations which induced the result—considera- 
tions honorable to my own State and satisfactory to 
myself. And if I should never discover any other 
evidence of the ingratitude of the Secretary, or of 
the defection of my own people, I shoula not be 
disturbed by any private griefs. The Senator will 
find it somewhat difficult to satisfy my mind that I 
have been defeated by my friends, and that the re- 
sult of that election has tended, in the slightest de- 
gree, to lessen me in the estimation of the people of 
my native State. 

Mr. ALLEN then moved to amend the resolu- 


department | 
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No manin the coun- | 


tion, by striking out all after the word “resolved,” | 


and insert the following: 

“That the financial policy establi-hed at the origin 
of this Government, by the first acts of its legisla- 
tion, and especially by the 30th section of the ‘Act 
to regulate the collection of duties, &c.’ approved 
by President Washineton, July 31st, 1789, and by 
the 4th section of the ‘Act to establish the Trea- 
sury Department, &c.’ approved by President 
Washington, September 2!, 1789, was in strict con- 
formity to the fundamental! princ:ples of the Consti- 
tution. 

“Resolved, That, by a long series of subsequent 
acts tending to the great detriment of the public 
welfare, that policy had been departed from, and 
was, by the ‘Act to provide for the collection, safe- 
kee;iag, transfer, and disbursement of the public 
revenue,’ app oved by Presiden: Van Buren, July 
4, 1840, fully restored, and ought to be adhered to; 
aod therefore 

“Resolved, Toat the Government ought to eollect 
no more taxes from the rpecple, either dirscily 
or indirectly, than are absolutely necessary to an 
economical administration of its affairs, 

“Resolved, That th: taxes paid hy the people 
ought not to be lent out by the Government to in- 
dividuals or to corporations. 

“Resclved, That the taxes so paid by the people 
ought not to be placed by the Government in the 
custody of agents who are not made by the Consti- 
tation and the laws responsible to the peuple. 

“Resolved, That in ihe transecticn of iis own af- 
fairs, the Government ought to receive and io ten- 
der in paymert as money, nothing but that which 
is made a legal tender by the Constitution.” 

On motion by Mr. WEBSTER, the resolution 
was laid on the table, and the substitute was or- 
dered to be printed. 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT'VES., 
Turspay, December 15, 1840. 
After the jovroal had been read, 
Mr. JONES, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, on leave introduced a bill making an ap- 
propriation in part for the support of Government 








'| Treasury of the Treasury. 





for the year 1841; which was read twice and refer- 
red to a Committee of the Whole on the sia‘e of 
the Un on. 

On motion of Mr. TONES, the House then re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Bricas in the Chair, and 
took up the above bil’. 

Mr. CUSHING said he had occasion, a few days 
ago, to occompany a friend—a messenger from one 
of the electoral colleges—to the Treasury Depart- 
ment, who went there to settle his accounts, as pro- 
vided for under a regulation of Congress. His 
friend was informed by the First Auditor that no 
paymert could be made until an appropriation 
should be made by Congress. Mr. C. would in- 
quire whether now would not be the time to make 
an amendment to the bill for this object. 

Mr. J. W. JONES said he had had no interview 
with the Secretary of the Treasury on the subject. 
He could not see why any portion of the amount 
could be appropriated to that object; the subjects 
mentioned in the bill being wholly distinct. 

Mr. CUSHING then moved to amend the bill by 
adding thereto an edditional section providing for 
the payment of the messengers who may convey to 
the seat of Government the electoral votes given in 
the several States for President and Vice Presideat 
of the United States. 

Mr. J. W. JONES suggested to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts whether it would not be proper 
to have the amount specified in the detailed state- 
ments furnished by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
at $12,000, in place of $20,000, to pay the ex- 
penses of bringing to the seat of Government the 
voies for President and Vice President of the Uaited 
States. 

Mr. CUSHING acquiesced in the suggestion. 

The question then being on the amendment to 
the bill, 1t was agreed to, without a count. 

Mr. JONES, in reply to an objection made by 
Mr. Sran ty to the item of $100,000 for stationery, 
remarked that the commiitee, in filling up the blank 
with the sum in question, had not inserted the whole 
amount estimated by the Clerk of the Hance, 
which was $150,000. They therefore imagined 
there would be no difficulty, at this period of the 
session, in obtaining an appropriation of $100,000 
for that object, being but one-half the amount ap- 
propriated at the last session of Congress, and more 
especially as the contingent fund of the House was 
new entirely exhausted. 

On motion of Mr. J. the committee then rose, and 
reported the bill, as amended, to the House. 

The amendment was then concurred in, and the 
bil', as amended, read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. BRIGGS called the attention of the House 
to an error he had discovered in document No. 3, 
being the annual estimate of the Secretary of the 
He was desirous that 
the error should be correc'ed before the copies or- 
dered by the House should be printed. 

After some debate, of a desultory character, as 
to whether the error originated in the Treasury De- 
partment or with the printer, the Clerk was direct- 
ed to have the preper correction made. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, at his request, was excused 
from acting es a member cf the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. HAND, in pursuance of notice given on 
Thorsday las‘, asked and obtained leaye to intro- 
duce a bill to establish a uniform rule of naturaliza- 
tion, and to repeal all acts heretofore passed on that 
subjec'; which was read twice. 

Mr. H. then moved that the bill be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole, and printed. 

An« the question being first on the reference, 

Mr. BARNARD demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and being taken, were, yeas 
96, nays 99. 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beirne, Blackwell, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Carr, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John 
Davis, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Ear!, Ees'- 
man, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fioyd, Fornance, Gal- 
braith, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John 
Hastiogs, Micajah T. Hawkins, John Hill of N.C. 
Hook, David Hubbard, Jackson, Joseph Jobnson, 
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Cave Jehnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, 
Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Montanya, Montgowery, Samuel 
W. Morris, Newhard, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rives, Ed- 
ward Rogers, Ryal!, Samuels,Shaw, Albert Smith, 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Strong, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Philip F. 
Thomas, Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D 
Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, Henry Williams, and Werthing'on—96. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford. J. hn W. Allen, 
Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Boardman, Briggs, 
Brockway, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Bat- 
ler, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carroll, Car- 
ier, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, 
Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Cartis, Cushing, John 
W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, -Denuis, Dellet, 
Edward, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fletcher, Gar- 
land, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, 
Granger. Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, William S. 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hopkins, 
Hiram P. Hont, Francis James, Charles Johnston, 
Kempshall, Lane, Liaco!ln, McCarty, McClure, 
McKay, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Mor- 
row, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, 
Pope, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Shepard, Simonton, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, 
Waddy Thompson, John B. Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Trumbul!, Underwood, John White, 
Thomas W. Williamr, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop,aad 
Wise—99. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. EVERETT then moved a reference to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, as the more appro- 
priate cemmittee for so important a subject. 

Mr. BEATTY was also of opinion that a bill 
affecting the interests of so great a portion cf the 
community, Ought to be referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

The question being then put, it was decided in 
the affirmative, aud the bill so referred. 

The question then bcing taken on tLe motion to 
print, it was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House what machines, tools, or 
implements, if any, belonging to the United States, 
or used in the construction er repair of the harbors 
or piers, or otber public works on the great North- 
ern or Western lakes, or the waters connected 
therewith, have been sold since the first day of 
January, 1840; and the cost of such machines, 
implements, and tools, respectively, and the price 
for which they were respectively -old, and the au- 
thority by which such sales were made, 

On motion of Mr. PARRIS, the House thea 
proceeded to execute the order of Tuesday last 
for the election of Chaplain. 

Mr. PARRIS nominated the Rev. Tues. C. 
Braxton. 

Mr. CRAIG nominated the Rev. L. R. Resse. 

Mr. HAND nominated the Rev. Josnua Bares. 

Mr. BARNARD nominated the Rev. J. N. 
DANFORTH. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut nominated the 
Rev. Peter H. Suaw. 

Mr. N. JONES nominated the Rev. O. B. 
Brown. 

Messrs. Parris, Craic, and Hanp,were appointed 
tellers. 


Whole number of votes given, 186 

Necessary to achoice, 94 
Mr. Braxton received, 76 
Bates os 61 
REESE - 30 
Danrortn “ 14 
Suaw - 4 
Brown 7 1 


There being no choice, 

Mr. BARNARD withdrew the name of Mr. 
Danrortu. 

Mr. MONROE moved that the rvle be cus- 
pended, and that the House vote by ballot. 

But objection being made, 

Mr. M. withdrew his motion, 


The House again proceeded to vote for theelection 
of a Chaplain: 


Whule number of votes given 170 
Necessary to a choice 86 
Mr. Braxton received 101 
Bates ” 53 
Reese * 16 


Mr. Braxton having received a majority of all 
the votes given, was declared duly elected. 

Mr. DUNCAN gave no'ice that he would, on 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day of the session, 
intredace a bill fixing upon a particular day for 
choosing electors for President and Vice President 
throughont the several States in the Union, and 
also upon aday for bolding elections for mem- 
bers of the Hlouse of Representatives of the United 
States. 

On motion of Mr. REED, the President’s mes- 
sage relative to the Navy Pension fund, (submit- 
ted several days since) was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CROCKETT gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, of on some subsequent day, when it 
should be order, ask leave of the Honse to jntro- 
duce a bill to amend an act entitled “An actto au- 
thorize the State of Tennessece to issue grants and 
perfect titles to certain lands therein described, and 
to settle the claims to the vacant and unappropri- 
ated lands within the same,” passed 18th April, 
1806. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications: 

1. From the Treasury Depariment, transmitting 
copies of the Treasurer’s accounts for the first, se- 
coud, and third quarters of the year 1839. 

2. From the Treasury Deyartment, transmitting 
a statement of the accounts which have remained 
unsettled, or on which balances appear to hare 
been due more than three years prior to the 30th 
S ptember, 1840, on the books of the Fourth Au- 
ditor of the Treasury. 

3. From the War Department, in compliance 
with the resolation adopted by the House on the 7:h 
of July, in the following words: “Resolved, That 
the Secretary of War report to th's House, on the 
first day of the next session of Congress, the 
amount of expenditure in suppressing Indian hosti- 
lities in Florida, showing distinctly the various 
items of expenditure.” 

4. From the Treasury Department, in obedience 
to the 8th section of the act entitled “An act for the 
relief of certain insolvent debtors of the United 
States,”’ approved 2d March, 1831. 

5. From the War Department, transmitting <tate- 
ments of the expendiiures of the centingent fund of 
the War Department, and offices and bureaus at- 
tached thereto, ¢uring the fiscal year ending the 30th 
of September last. 

6. From the Treasury Department, transmitting 
a report made by Professor Hassler, superintend- 
ent of the coast survey, and of the work for the fa- 
brication of standard weights and measures, show- 
ing the progress made during the present year in 
those works respectively. 

7. From the Treasury Department, transmitting 
the s'atement of expenditures for contingencies of 
that Department, and the several offices attached 
thereto, for the year ending September last. 

All of which communications were severally laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

8. An account of the receipts and expenditares of 
the United States for the year 1839. 

Mr. RUSSELL offered the following resolution: 

Resclved, That the Committee on Claims be au- 
thorized to employ a clerk at the rate of $4 for 
each day’s service, under the appointment of the 
committee. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON proposed to amend 
ihe resolution by adding the following: 

“And that the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia be also allowed a clerk, when said commit- 
tee may think one necessary, at the same price 
per diem.” 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment, and lost. 

‘The question then recurred upon the resolution. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and resulted—yeas 80, 
nays 65, 





YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. A). 
len, Andrews, Banks, Bell, Boardman, Brockway 
William O. Butler, Calhoun, Carroll, Chinn, Chit’ 
tenden, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Cranston 
Crockett, Cushing, Dana, Davee, John W. Dayys. 
Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dellet, Doig, Everett, Fiil. 
more, Fisher, Galbraith, Giddings, Goode, Gran. 
ger, Grinnell, Habersham, Hal), Hand, Wm. gs. 
Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hill of Norn 
Carolina, Hunt, Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson 
Ww. Cost Johnson, Kemble, Kempshall, Leonard. 
Linco!n, McCarty, McClure, Mallory, Monroe. 
Morgan, Nisbet, Osborne, Randall, Jos. F. Ran. 
dolph, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, She. 
pard, Simonton, Slade, Albert Smith, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, Joha B. Thomp. 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Jchn White, 
Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, 
and Wise—80. 

NAYS—Me srs. Anderson, Baker, Beatty, 
Beirne, Blackwell, Aaron V. Brown, Sampson H, 
Bu'ler, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Connor, 
Crabb, Craig, John Davis, Doan, Duncan, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Garland, Gerry, Griffin, 
Hawkins, Hillen, Hopkins, Jackson, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Keim, Kille, Lane, Leadbetier, 
McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, 
Montanya, Mon'tgemery, Newhard, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynolds, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, Shaw, John Smith, Strong, 
Sumter, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, D. D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller, Henry Williams, and Lewis 
Williams— 65. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Oa motion of Mr. EVERETT, 

Resolved, That the Pcestmaster General be direct- 
ed to lay before the House a list of all curtailments 
in the transportation of the mail, made since the 
adjournment of Congress, with the date when such 
curlailments were made, and the time when they 
took effect; and the amount of the reduction of the 
compensation on each. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Se- 
nale concurring,) That a Joint Committee be ap- 
pointed, to consist of three members of the Houye, 
and such anumber of the Senate as may by the 
Senate be appointed, to direct the expenditure of 
money appropriated to the Library of Congress. 

Oa motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be di- 
rected !o prepare anj report to this House a bill 
prescribing the notice to be given by the claimant, 
in case of a contested election, and regulating the 
manner of taking testimony therein, and authenti- 
cating the same. 

Mr. ADAMS offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be communi¢ated to this 
House, so far as may be compatible with the pub- 
lic interest, copies of all documents in the Depairt- 
ment of State, showing the origin of any political 
relations between the United States and the empire 
of China—the first appointment of a consul to re- 
side at or near Canton—whether such consul, or 
any other subsequently appointed, has ever been 
received or recognised in that capacity, ard the 
present relations between the Government of the 
United States and that of the Celestial Empire. 

This resolution was read; but, before any ques- 
tion had been put thereon, 

On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 16, 1840. 

The Hon. R. M. JOHNSON, President of the 
Senate, Mr. MOUTON, and Mr. PHELPS, ap- 
peared in their places this morning. 

The PRESIDENT submi'ted a communication 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting the report 
of a board of officers appointed in accordance with 
a resolution of the Senate for the examination of 
Colt’s fire-arms; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT asked the indulgence of the Se- 
nate so far as to enable him to make a motion pre- 









yious to the presentation of petitions. An appro- 
riation bil was received from the House yester- 
day, containing, among other items, an appropria- 
tion for the payment of the special messengers that 
are daily arriving with the votes of the electoral 
colleges of the respective Siates. — He hoped that 
the bill would be now taken up with a view to ils 
erence. 
— proposition was agreed to, and the bill mak- 
ing appropriations in part for the support of the 
Government for the year 1841 was taken up, read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. ROANE, the petition and pa- 
pers of Richard Harris, now on file, were referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. KING presented a joint memoria! of the 
General Assembly of the State of Alabama, asking 
for the establishment of an additional land district 
in that State in the section acquired from the Cne- 
rokees; which was read, and laid upon the table. 

Mr. K. also presented the petiton of a number 
of citizens of Alabama, praying permission to en- 
ter asection of land for school purporses, in lieu of 
one which is covered by an Indian reservation; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented additional Jo- 
cuments in relation to the claim of Colin Bishop; 
which was refeired to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of a number 
of the citizens of Cook, Dupage, and Kane coun- 
ties; and the petition of a number of the citizens of 
Lake, McHenry, and Winnebago counties, in the 
State of Illinois, praying for the establishment of 
mail routes; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Pest Roads. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Richard 
Patten; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presen'ed the petition 
of Zadeck Smith; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. ' 

Oa motion by Mr. LINN, the documents now on 
file in relation to the claim of the heirs of Madame 
De Lusser; and the petition and papers of Albin 
Michel, were referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, the petition and 
papers of Hannah Lightfoot was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. ROANE, the petition of 
Richard Harris, now on file, were referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG gave notice that, to-morrow, ke 
would ask leave to introduce 

A bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to Jo- 
seph Compo; 

A bill fer the relief of Joseph Compo; and 

A bill for the relief of Francis Laventure, Ebe- 
nezer Childs, and Linus Thompson. 

Mr. SEVIER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce 

A bill to authorize the Legislature of the Siate 
of Arkansas to sell the lands heretofore appropri- 
ated for the use of schools in that State; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy; and 

A bill for the relief of R:chard T. Banks; 
which were severally read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs; 

A bill to revive the act entitled “An act to ena- 
ble claimants to lands within the limits of Missouri 
and the Territory of Arkansas to institute proceed- 
ings to try the validity of their claims,” approved 
the 26h of May, 1824, and an act amending the 
same, and extending the provisions of said act to 
claimants to lands within the Svates of Louisiana 
and Mississippi; which was readtwice, and referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims; and 

A bill making appropriations for the removal of 
the raft in Red River; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ANDERSON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
amend an act entitled “An act to authorize the 
State of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect titles 
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to certain lands therein described, and to settle the || ciary, to which was referred a bill supplementary 


claims to the vacant and unappropriated lands with- 
in the same,” passed the 18ih day of April, 1806; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands, 

Mr. MERRICK, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a Dil! 
for the relief of the heirs of Francis Newman; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Jadiciary. 

Mr. KING gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the 
corporate authorities of the city of Mobile; and 

A bill fer the benefit of certain railroads therein 
named. 

Mr. FULTON, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and « btained leave to introduce a bill to per- 
fect the tit'es to lands south of the Arkansas river, 
held under the New Madrid locations, and pre- 
emption rights under the act of 1814; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands; and 

A bill for the relief of William A. Dixon. 

Mr. RUGGLES, in pursuance of previous nos 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a_ bill 
for the relief of Charles M. Keller and Henry 


Stone; which was read twice, and referred to the | 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a joint resolution proposing an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, li- 
miting the President of the United States to one 
term; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, in pursuance of previ- 





ons notice, ask d and obtained leave to introduce a | 


bi'l for the benefit of the Selma and Tennessee 
Railroad Company; which was read iwice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. PRENTISS, in pursuance of previous no- 
tic’, asked and obtained leave to introduce a_ bill 
authorizing the payment of invalid pensions in cer- 
tain cases; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finaree, 
to which was referred the bi!l making appropria- 
tions in part for the support of Goveroment for the 


At Mr. W’s suggestion, the bill was, by unani- 
mous consent, read a second and third time, and 

assed. 

Mr. SMITH ot Indiana, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to which was referred a bill to 
authorize the Mount Carmel and New Albany Rai!- 
road Company to enter ona credit a quantity of 
land, to aid the company in the construction of a 
railroad from New Albany, in the State of Indi- 
ana, to Mount Carm:], in the State of Ilinois, and 
for other purposes, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of certain companies of Missouri volunteers; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. L. gave notice that to-morrow he would ask 
leave to introduce bills of the following titles: 

A bill for the relief of Gregoire Larpy, or his le- 
gal representatives; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslava; 

A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas P. Lopes; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

A bill confirming the claim of the heirs of Joseph 
Thompson, sr. deceased, to a certain tract of land 
in Missouri; 

A bill fer the relief of the representatives of 
Pierre Bonhomme; 

A bill for the relief of Joshua Kennedy, assigne; 
of Cornelius McCurtin; and 

A bill to confirm to George Tucker, his heirs ot 
assignees, a certain tract of land in Alabama. 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Re 
volutionary Claims, to which was referred the peti 
tion upon the subject, reported a bill for the relief ot 
the representatives of John H. Stone, deceased; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr, WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 


year 1841, reported the same without amendment. | 
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to an act to provide for the adjustment of titles to 


| land ia the town of Detroit and Territory of Michi- 
| gan, and for other purposes, reported the same with 


an amendment. 

Mr. W. also, from the same commitiee, reported 

A bill for the zeliet of William P. Rathbone; 

A bill to amend an act entitled “An act more 
effectually to provide for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and for other pur- 
poses;”’ and 

A bill to prevent the counterfeiting of any foreign 
copper, gold, silver, or other coin, and to prevent 


| the bringing into the United States, or uttering, any 
, counterfeit forcign copper, gold, silver, or other 


coin; 
which were severally read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PORTER, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of certain companies of Michigan militia, 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred 
“A bill to regulate the pay of pursers in the navy; 
and 

A bill to establish the navy ratien; 
severally reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. MERRICK submitted the tollowing for con- 
sideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requesjed to communicate to the Senate a statement 
hhowing the quantity of public land sold in each 
year since the year 1828, which hal been in mar- 
ket subject to private entry for the respective pe- 
ricds of five, ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five and 
thirty, or more years; the amounts for which the 
same has been sold; and also showing in parallel 
columns the quantity «f public lands sold in each 
of said years, which had not been subject to pri- 
vate entry for five or more years, and the amvunt 
received for the same, Also, a report showing the 
total quantity of public land ceded to each cf the 
respective States within which they lie, for colleges, 
academies, schools, or other purposes, distinguish- 
ing between the quantities of public land so ceded 
for each particular purpose. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the following 
resolution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be insiructed to inquire into the expediency of ex- 
tending the time furcompleting the census in those 
States or Districts in which the same has been pre- 
vented by the prevalence of disease, or other un- 
controllable causes. , 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
to James H. Reife compensation for his services in 
removing intraders from the military reset vation 
attached to Fort Leavenworth. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was cor sidered and agreed to: 

Resolud, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to cause to be prepared aud communicated 
to the Senate, tables of the rates of exchange, 
foreign and domestic, and ofthe prices of bank 
notes and of specie, on or near the first day in 
each month, at New York and Philadelphia, dar- 
ing the year 1838, 1839, and 1840; and that he ac- 
company the same with a synopsis of the rates of 


| exchange, foreign and domestic, and the prices of 


bank notes and specie, at New York and Philadel- 
phia, in previous years, so far asthe last can be 


| done frum the materials now in the Treasury De- 
| partment. 


Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ex- 
tending the time, either specially or generally, for 
receiving the census returns for the fif.h census of 
the United States. 

Mr. WALL submitted the following resolations, 
which were considered and agreed to, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the removal ¢t certain ob- 
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siructions in the navigation of the river Passaic, 
and of Newark bay, in the State of New Jersey. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed 10 inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the removal of the obstruc- 
tions in the navigation of the sound or kill Van 
Kall, and in the Raritan, or Prince’s bay, between 
the port of Perth Amboy, in the State of New Jer- 
sey, and the port of New York, in the State of New 
York, mentioned in the report of Captains Kearney, 


John D. Sloat, and M. C. Perry, to the Secretary of 


the Navy, dated December 9, 1837. 
FINANCES OF THE COUNTRY. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Waicnt on 
Monday last, to refer so much of the President’s 
message as relates to the finances of the country to 
the Committee on Finance, which had been post- 
poned on the motion of Mr. Wessrrr, coming up 
for consideration, 

Mr. WERSTER, pursuant to his intimation on 
Monday, when the refereace of so much of the Pre- 
sident’s message as relates to the finances of the 
country to the Finance Committee was postponed 
until Wednesday, rose to state his views on that 
subject. He said, though he was induced to make 
some remarks on the President’s message, especially 
at this early period of the session, he had no wish to 
bring ona prolonged and angry orexciting éiscussion 
on topics which the message contained; but, as the 
message of the President, which had been laid be- 
fore them, contained an elaborate and plausible de- 
fence of the whole course of the Administration on 
the subject of the finances and the currency of the 
couniry—as it dealt with the topics of banks and 
banking excesses, of trade and commerce and spe- 
culation, with State debts, and the dangers to be 
apprehended from that source, and the Sub-Trea- 
sury, or the Independent Tressury, as it. was some- 
times called, he wished to make a few observa- 
tions. But he proposed, on the present occasion, 
to deal with some of these topies. So far as they 
may be supposed to affect the merits and character 
of the Administration, they had, as he understood 
it, been passed upon by the country, and he had 
now no disposition to reargue them, or any of 
them; nor did he wish to enter into an inquiry as to 
what might be supposed to be approved or disap- 
proved by the result of the election which they had 
so recently witnessed, for his purpose, especially on 
the present ozcasion; it was enough for him that it 
was the disposition of the country to change the Ad- 
ministration. All he proposed to do was to make 
some remarks on that part of the message respect- 
ing the finances of the country, and to speak of the 
present state of things in regard to that important 
branch of the public service with no recurrence to 
the past, with no speculation for the fature; yet he 
supposed a proper forecast, a proper disposition to 
provide for what is before us, in all questions in re- 
lation to the revenue and finances of the country, 
connected itself with all inquiries and observations 
of that sort. Now, with this view, he wished to 
make a few remarks upon the message, and it 
seemed necessary to premise them with a few pre- 
liminary observations; but they shonld be very 
short. 

Now it appeared to him that an unfounded im- 
pression, an erroneous sentiment, both as to mat- 
ters of opinion and of fact, might be commuui- 
cated to the people by the message before 
them. In this point of view he wished to make a 
remark on what it cov‘aine?, or on part of what 
it contained. On the eighth page of the message, 
which represents that the great distinctive princi- 
ples or differences characierizing public men in 
this country, is that some have had a constant ob- 
jection, from the foundation of our Government, to 
make and maintain a public debt, and that others 
had had acontrary object. Now this was an un- 
founded imputation on those who in past time had 
administered the Government of this country. He 
says: 

“I have deemed this brief summary of our fiscal 
affairs necessary to the due performance of a duty 
specially enjoined upon me by the Constitution. 
It will serve, also, to illustrate more fully the prin- 
ciples by which I bave been guided in reference to 
two contested points in our public policy, which 
were earliest in their development, and have been 


more important in their consequences, than any 
that have arisen under cur complicated and diffi- 
cult, yet admirable, system of Government: [ al- 
jude to a national debt, and a national bank. It 
was in these that the political contests by which the 
country his been agitated ever since the adoption 
of the Constitution, in a great measure, originated; 
and there is too much reason to apprehend that the 
conflicting interests and opposing principles thus 
marshalled, will continue, as heretofore, to produce 
similar, if not aggravated, consequences.” 

Abont a National Bank he (Mr. W.) would say 
nothing at present, but there they were officially 
told that what had been, and what was likely to be, 
the great contested question in this country, was 
whether there shall or shal] not be a national debt. 
Now he submitted to the good sense and candor of 


that body, whether any party ever did exis'; or. 


does now exist, to whom it could be fairly impuied 
as an object per se, as a thing desirable, to create a 
national debt. Since the Declaration of our Inde- 
pendence, in all time past, what was our 
history? The first national debt was contracted 
in“Holland during the war, by John Adams. Did 
any man doubt the propriety of that, in the then 
circumstances of the country? Was there any Se- 
nator that doubted the propriety of obtaining that 
loan? Then, again, there was th: debt contracted 
for the pay due to the Revolutionary army after 
our Government was established, by the Conti- 
nental Congress: there were also the debts contract- 
ed during the progress of the war, by the States, for 
carrying on the war; and provision was made to 
pay these debts, because they were debfs contracted 
in the progress of the Revolution. Could any 
man oppose that, or say there was any thing us- 
reasonable or improvident in obtaining loans to 
enable the Government to carry on the late war 
with Great Britain? Now contrast one party with 
another in the history of our Government, aad he 
could not but think it singularly unfortunate that 
so much of what looks like imputation should be 
contained in this message which comes from the 
head of an Administration, which Administration, 
so tar as he knew, was the first that ever existed 
under this Government, that had begun a national 
debt in a time of profound peace. 

But to proceed to the actual state of the finances 
of the country. The message, though it does not 
call the obligations of the country a permanent 
debt, while speaking in earnest terms against the 
commencement of a public debt, dors admit out- 
standing Treasury notes, beariag interest, to the 
amount of four and a half miltions of dollars; and 
he thought, connected with this, there were other 
important and leading truths, very useful to be 
considered by tho:e who would judge wisely, and 
who would look to the future providently in regard 
to the finances of the country. And the first truth, 
in point of importance, he thought, was that, for 
some years past, the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment had greatly exceeded the income of the Go- 
vernment. He was not then about to argue the 
question whether the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment had been extravagant or not; whether 
they had been reasonable or unreasonable. 
He looked at the subject in a financial point 
of view, and he there stated that their 
experience of the result of the administration 
of the Government and the action of Congress 
for the last four years, showed that the expendi- 
ture. of the Government exceeded, at the rate of 
at least seven millions of dollars a year, the in- 
come of the Government; and this might be easily 
demonstrated. They knew that from the com- 
menc>ment of January, 1837, there was in the 
Treasury, reserved by the deposite act, six millions 
of dollars. The intention was to reserve five mil- 
lions, but the Secretary of the Treasury made his 
computation somewhat in advance—he, therefore, 
did not ascertain exactly what would be in, and it 
turned out that there was something about six mil- 
lions of dollars in the Treasury about the 1st of 
January, 1837. Then events occurred which led 
Congress, in September of 1837, to passa law to 
repeal or qualify the law of June, called the depo- 
site act, to retain or bring back to the Treasury the 
fourth instalment of the deposites to the States, 
amounting to nine millions of dollars. They also 


found, by a communication now before them, that 
the amount of stock belonging to the United States 
in the Bank of the United States, and for which 
bonds were given to the Treasury by the Presiden, 
of the Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania 

and which bonds have been since paid, was eight 
millions of dollars, which from that source had 
been received into the Treasury. Now these were 
pre-existing funds, some of which had accrued to 
Government since January, 1837; and they might 
add the sums he had already mentioned, as being 
now outstanding on Treasury notes bearing inte. 
rest, and thus make an aggregate of twenty-seven 
and a half millions of dollars expended in the 
course of these three and a half or four years, ex. 
cepting, of course, what may remain in the Trea- 
sury atthe end of that term. That, then, was 
nearly at the rate of eight millions of dollars per 
annum expended beyond the income; and whata 
condition of things was that. Suppose it should 
goon ty the succeeding Administration, or suppose 
it shoald have continued to go on by the present, 
if it had remained in power; did not every body 
see a great and vast debt immediately before 
them? But is this all—is this all? He 
was inclined to think that in one respect it was 
not all; he was inclined to think that the ‘Treasury 
had not duly distinguished, in one important 
branch of its administration, what may be called 
Treasury funds, or United States funds proper, and 
trust fund set apart by treaties by precise treaty 
stipulations, for the benefit of certain Indian tribes, 
He thought the Treasury had taken to its own ac- 
count, as an income of Government, what did pro- 
perly belong to another account; what did properly 
belong to a trust fund, which Government had sti- 
pulated by treaties to invest in stock, sometimes 
under its own guarantee, for the benefit of Indian 
tribes. This made it necessary to look a little 
into the trust fund provided for the Indians by cer- 
tain treaties, for at least there were several of 
them. He’should recur to one or two of the most 
important, and simply state how matters stand 
by the evidence contained in ducuments communi- 
cated to Congress. Now, by recurring to official 
reports from the Departments to Congress, they 
found there was invested in State stocks, for va- 
rious tribes, from the year 1833 to the year 1837, 
by the War Department, the sum of $1,820,763 16. 
Now he did not complaia of this investment. He 
observed that there a premium paid on these stocks 
of $47,441 76; but he observed that Indiana, Ken- 
tucky, and New York stocks were purchased at a 
discount of half percent. Alabama and Arkansas 
stocks were purchased at par; Missouri stock 
was purchased at 3 44-100 premium; Maryland 
stock at from 3 to 15% premium; and Michigan 
stock at 8 percent. premium. Now, he supposed 
it was very probable that the difference in 
these rates migh‘ arise from the difference in the 
rate of interest, for some of them were at 5 per cent. 
and some at six. He saw that New York were at 
five, and he blieved Maryland were at six. 

They found, also, that there was invested in State 
stocks up to April 11th, 1838, for the Chickasaws, 
by the Treasury Department, the sum of 
$1,994,141 93 The premium paid for these stocks 
was $34,537 51. The United States received 
from this tribe from the sales of their lands, to 
Ist January, 1838, ¢2,498,000 06; stock and 
premiom $2,028,678 54; leaving uninves'ed 
$369,321 52, which, Mr. Woodbury says, “has 
become wixed up in the general fund” of the 
Uni'ed States. It may be, for he thought he had 
somewhere heard that $94,000 more had been in- 
vested. He believed the treaties with the Indians 
stipulated that the proceeds of their lands, of wha'- 
soever amount, should be invested in permanent 
stock, bearing interest of not less thau 5 per cent. 
and to be perpetually held for the use of the Indians. 
Now it appeared that instead of keeping a sepa- 
rate account of this trust fund, the proceeds of 
these sales were all passed in the general receipts 
and accounts of the Treasury; and that expended 
in the purchase of stock, for the purpose of this 
investment, was charged on the other side of the 
account. This is a matter of account, and of book- 
keeping, which may or may not be thought correct; 
he should have supposed that it would have been 
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more just and proper to have kept a separate ac- 
count of that trost fund, as every man who is a 
trustee, if he means to administer 
accurately and properly, would do; but he sup- 
that was not a matter of paramount impor- 
tance—it was a matter of acounts, and of 
book-keeping; bgt if these things be, as he gathered 
trom these documents, there was this sum of be- 
tween $300,000 and 400,000 not invested, which re- 
mained under the stipulations to be invested. And 
then as to the rate at which these sums or stocks 
were purchased by the Treasury Department. Ala- 
bama bonds purchased the 3ist of March, 1836, 
were purchased at a premium of four anda half 
rcent.; other Alabama bonds purchased immedi- 
ately afterwards, in the language of the Secretary’s 
report, purchased at a premium of four per cent.; 
others the 7th of May, 1836, at three and a half per 
cent. premium; others purchaced on the 29th of 
March, 1837, at one per cent. discount; Tennessee 
bonds wese purchased at par; Ohio bonds at above 
eleven per cent. advance; pait of the Maryland 
bonds at three per cent. discount, and part at above 
fourteen per cent. advance. He did not sze the 
time stated at which this last purchase of Maryland 
bonds was made. This was made by the Treasary 
Department, but then as to the others —— 

Mr. WRIGHT inquired what documents the ho- 
norable Senator alluded to. 

Mr. WEBSTER replied, Document 2, of 1839, 
and Document 4, of 1836. He then resumed: 
It would seem, then, that oy the several treaties, the 
dates of which he found in the documents, and a’! 
he believed in 1837 and 1838, they had stipulated 
to invest the money promised to be paid for land, 
in stocks—permanent stocks bearing interest, and 
some of them under their own guarantee. Here, 
then, the United Statesstood indebted to these Indian 
tribes the whole amount which they promised to 
give for the land of the Indians, which they had 
ceded to the United States and passed over under 
our land law, and a large portion of which he sup- 
posed had been disposed of—at any rate they had 
obtained the land and promised these tribes the 
sums contracted with them, and which they had 
promised to invest in permanent siock, but which 
they had not done; and instead of making appro- 
priations at any time heretofore to buy this stock, 
the Treasury Department had contented itself with 
making such an appropriation as would defray the 
annual accruing interest that the United Siates was 
debtor to the tribes. Now the value for $2,580,- 
100 had actually been furnished, and this was a debt 
to all intents and purposes and was to be added to 
whatever else of debt existed against the Govern- 
ment. He did not meamtosay it was adebt that 
was to be paid to-morrow or the nextday, but itwas 
a debt which the Government was bound to pro- 
vide fer in some reasonable time: it wasa debt 
centracted in 1837 and °38, and Government was 
at this moment under the obligation to raise money 
and buy the stock and hold it for the use of 
thel ndians. Large quantities of the lands of 
eight tribes have been sold, and the money has been 
carried to the Treasury, and audited as national 
income to the United States, instead of being in- 
vested for the use of the tribes, leaving this heavy 
charge still to be borne by the Treasury. The 
balance of the proceeds of the sales of the lands 
of the Winnebagoes alone, amounts, as he under- 
stood the accounts, to $1,100,000. No part of this 
has been invested; the Treasury credits it as so 
much money received on general account, and 
leaves the means of ‘raising the money to full the 
treaty by buying the stocks, to the next Administra- 
tion. Now, if this be so, there is another sum of 
$300,000, also, as he believed, due to the Scew 
of the Mississippi, under the treaty of September, 
1837, which has not been invested, according to 
the stipulation ofthe treaty. And,if this too be so, 
the resnit of all this is, that, to the outstanding debt 
on account of Treasury notes in the first place, 
must be added this Indian debt, a proper provision 
for which ought, in all fairness, and in good faith, 
to be made in a reasonable time. And that there 
were other debts outstanding which must soon be 

rovided for, he supposed noboby would doubt. 
There was the debt on account of public works 
and other contracts; there were unpaid expenses 


his trust | 


growing out of the operations of the army in Flori- 

da, and Indian depredations on the Southern and 

Southwestern frontier, aud he supposed that no- 

body doubted that these were to be provided for; 

and also other great amounts of unliquidated debis 
and claim:, on accountof which they mighj ex- 
pect large demani’s. He understood, then, that 
there was a debt existing over this country in 
various shapes, some for borrowed money, some 
of which had grown out of stipulations by treaty,and 
some unliquidated demands growing out of a great 
variety of sources, amounting to a great amount, 
all of which was to be provided for. Now he 
agreed with all that was said inthe message, of the 
great impolicy im atime of peace of commencing 
a public debt; bat it did seem to him extraordi- 
nary and inappropriate to admonish others in that 
strain against commencing a public debt with 
these facts presented to their view, because he 
supposed nobody would act on that asa point of 
principle, but of expediency; and there was no 
difference as to the form of the existing debt, 
whether it assumed the shape of stock for a term of 
a few years, or Treasury notes renewable or ex 

pected to be renewed from time to time as they be- 
came due; or if there was a difference on the point 
of expediency, then he differed much from those 
who acted gn the present system, as to which was 
the most Wpedien!; for the Treasury note system 
was not the cheapest system to borrow money. 
Now this existence of a debt was as old as the Ad- 
ministration itvelf; this Tieasnry note debt began 
when the Administration began. From the first 
session, called in September, and from the date of 
the first bill authorizing the issue of Treasury 
notes, in September, 1837, down to the present 
time, there has been no moment when the Govern- 
ment has not been in debt for borrowed money; and 
if he understood either the message or the report of 
the Secretary to the Treasury, it is not now expect- 
ed ihat this debt can be paid, if then, earlier than 
March, 1842; because, if ke understood the re- 
commendati n of the Secretary of the Treasury— 
whatever soft words be used—‘he sum and sub- 
stance of it was, there must be a new issue of 
Treasury notes, to enable the Government to be 
free from embarrassment this time next year. Now 
he must confess that he thought the scope and ten- 
dency of the remarks in the message, in this parti- 
cular, go to produce an erroneous impression in the 
public mind. Here were a series of strong obser- 
vations run out throughout many pages a. ainst a 
public debt—against the commencement of a pub- 
lic debt; and reasons were given to show that when 
a nationa! debt was onc commenced, i's inevitable 
tendency was to increase in magnitude. All this 
might be very true of the debt already begun and 
exis ing now, and under such circumstances of the 
country as may induce the fear that it may soon be 
alarge one. But what was to be the result of this 
impression? They knew there were large outstand- 
ing items to be charged—they knew there were 
these sums, which they would be called upon 
te pay under the Indian stipulations; and there 
were others which would not be brought together, 
and presented in the aggregate as a charge 0» the 
Government, for some months to come. Was it 
intended then to forestall public opinion, and out 
ef what will appear, when collected and summed up 
hereafter, to be a large public debt, composed of 
charges for which the existing Government is lia- 
ble, to make it stand as a public debt to the ac. 
count of the Government posterior tothe 4th of 
March, 1841? He hoped there was no such inten- 
tion; he did not impute such intention; but he said 
the scope and tendency, the general drift of the 
message was that way. Bat so far as he was con- 
cerned, he should take special and good care to 
prevent such aresult, He should recommend, un- 
doubtedly, that a new set of books be opened—that 
there should be what merchants call a “resi”— 
that what had been contracted and stipulated, and 
what had been collected—what had been received 
and expended to March, 1841, should stand 
against each other; and after that period that the 
balance, if faverable, shonld be called the sum ac- 
cumulated by the providence of the Administration, 
and should be passed to its credit; but if the result 
were otherwise, and there were a debt, then, in all 





























fairness, the Administration should still stand on 
i's merits, and the debt should be denominated the 
debt of 1841, whether it stood in Treasury notes, 
or in any other shape, making it the duty of Go- 
vernment to provide for it. 

In one or two other respects he thought the mes- 
sage was calculated to produce quite an erroneous 
impression. It would be found stated on the fifth 
page, in as mitigating a phrase as can be,—or, per- 
haps, he should say mit gated,—that this outstand- 
ing debt of four and a half millions of dollars is 
not vetdae. Why, they all knew that; bat then 
again it is said that this four and a half millions, 
after all, does not amount to so much, by twenty- 
three millions, as the United States have in deposite 
with the States. Now he asked the Senate, and if 
he could he would ask the President himseif, whe- 
ther he meant to recommend Congress to withdraw 
that deposite from the States, or part of it, to meet 
this ou'standing debt, and as a fund out of which 
he meant te recommend the discharge ef any 
charge on the Treasury? He (Mr. Wessrer) 
found no recommendation of such a course; why 
then the connection? The four and a half m llions, 
says the President, is less, by twenty-three millions, 
than the sum which the United States have in de- 
posite with the States. There is nothing in that 
remark, unless he meant to refer to that asa fund 
out of which the four and a half millions were to 
be paid. Why put them together unless he means 
the deposites as a fund ont of which the four and a 
half millions are to be paid; and if he means to 
intimate that, does he recommend it? The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, too, treats this sum in depo- 
site with the States in the same way; he speaks of 
it as money in the Treasury. Look at his report, 
and at the tables in his report. Why, he makes 
outa statement which includes the 28,060,000 in 
deposiie to the States. Now, what can be the 
use of that form in the Treasury accounts? When 
an officer of a Department of the Government 
makes out his accounts, and presents a statement 
of the condition of the Treasury, and the means of 
the Treasury, he (Mr. Weester) supposed he 
would confine himself to a statement of the sams 
already in the Treasury, or )ikely to acerue 
to the Treasury under existing laws. - But 
this sum of twenty-eight millions, which had 
passed to the States under the law of 1836, no 
more could go to the Treasury than any otber 
sum in the hinds of the States. He (the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury) knew it could noi—he 
knew an act of Congress was as necessary to pro- 
duce that fund as to produce direct taxes, or the 
receipis of the custom-house. This was not under 
the power of the Treasury to use it for its own pur- 
poses, than as directed by law. What was the 
purpose, then—for purpose he presumed there must 
be—in presen'ing this twenty-three millions as a 
fund of the Treasury, as though the Treasury De- 
partment could exercise power over it? For what 
purpose was thissum mentioned in a statement, 
made to ascertain what the Government owes, and 
the means of payment, or partpayment? Was this 
referred to as a means of payment, unless it was 
meant to say that Congress may pass a law for its 
reeali?, Until that was done, it was weil known 
that it was no more available to the Treasury than 
were new duties at the custom-heuse before a law 
was passed for their collection; and it could not be 
made to defray any charge on the Government, 
until Congress exercised this power. Hedid hope— 
he had desired for years to see, and he hoped he 
one day should see, a mode of stating these Trea- 
sury accounts, giving the plain facts and state- 
ments, and leaving much less to guesses about the 
fature, and much less—he would not say attempts 
to conceal and mystify—but of forms and phrases, 
the result of which was to mystify. 

Again: though the Secretary pretty clearly inti- 
mates that there must be a present or immediate 
resort to Treasury notes, the result of his delibera- 
tions 1s, that if Congress wish to avoid the neces- 
sity of either a resort to the custom-house or of new 
loans, he has a remedy in reserv’; and that is to re« 
duce the expenditures of the Government below 
the estimates—below his own estimates! Why 
this was pretty much like a case which hap 
last year, when they were told that the estimates 
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had been reduced to the lowest possible scale, and 
yet that they had kept within that scale. 

But there was another remark on the sixth page 
of the message, which he thought deserved a pass- 
ing notice. The President‘says, !o accomplish the 
great object of keeping the expenditures within the 
income, two things are indispensable: ‘First, that 
the action of the Federal Government be kept 
within the boundaries peescribed by its founders.” 
Weill, now he supposed that this duty of keeping 
the action of the Federal Government within the 
bounds of the Constitation, was an absolute duty; 
not of terms and circumstances, and conditions, 
but always peremptory —always mandatory. What 
was the inference to bedrawn? If they wished io 
keep down the expenditures, and the Treasury was 
low—if they wished then to keep within the Con- 
stitution, what if it were fall? Would they transcend 
the Constitution? There was no one limit to their 
duty in this respect, whether the Treasury were 
full or empty, they were not to be tempted to ex- 
ceed the bounds ifthe Treasury were full—they 
were not to be deterred from coming up to it by 
anempty Treasury. 

Again, there was another important omission, as 

it strack him, in the message, to which he wished 
to call attention. The President says that, in addi- 
tion to a decrease in the revenue, “two and a half 
millions of duties have been relinquished by two 
biennial reductions under the act of 1833.” Be it 
so; but did the President—did they not all know 
that there was before them, within a year, a much 
greater relinquishment—if that was the proper 
phrase—of duties, and, within a year and a half, a 
still greater, and last? Did they not see, therefore, 
from the existence of the debt already contracted, 
in some form or another, against the Government, 
and from these certain reductions of duties—if the 
law should remain unaltered, and nothing should be 
done about it—did they not see that a case was be- 
fure the country which wou!d require all the wis- 
dom of Congress, and some effort, to enable it to 
discharge a good deal of its obligations? But he 
saw no recommendation of any increase of duties 
on articles of luxury, such as silks and wines, nor 
any propostiion in any other way made to provide 
for these demands on the Treasury now before 
them, and some ef them near athand. Here, then, 
the resa!t of the whole is, that the President’s expe- 
rienee for the four years of his administration has 
shown him that the revenues of the Government 
are not adeqnate to its expenditures—his 
experience has shown him the _ necessity 
ef expending seven millions a year beyond the in- 
come; thatthe country is running right into the 
jaws of debt, and that there is no prospect of in- 
creasing the revenue whatever, no means of reduc- 
tion pointed out, and yet the message contains an 
earnest, an ardent, and a general admonition not to 
create a public debt. Now he (Mr. Wesstrer) 
knew not, of course, what was expected to be done 
to meet the contingencies which must arise, as the 
Secretary says, in the first quarter of the next 
year, but he supposed the suggestion would be fol- 
lowed, authorizing the emission of Treasury notes. 
He (Mr. Wesster) would much have preferred, 
himself, that other provision should have been 
made; especially, as he had often said to the Se- 
nate, that a tax should be Jaid on French silks and 
French wines; but, if no hing of this sort were done, 
the ume was coming when provision must be made 
from another source. He hoped these liabilities 
would te provided for fairly and fully during this 
session of Congress; he, for one, shoald deprecate, 
as very inconvenient and expensive, the being dri- 
ven to an extra session of Congress, and he hoped 
those having the power at this time would make 
such reasonable provision as that that necessity 
would be obviated. 
im Mr. WRIGHT said there was a single topic 
touched by the Senator from Massachusetts, and 
butone, on which he desired further information 
before be atiempted the reply which his remarks 
called for. If it was perfectly agreeable to the Se- 
nator, therefore, he wished that the further conside- 
ration of the subject might the postponed until to- 
morrow. If, however, it was the pleasure of the 
Senate to take the vote to-day, he would proceed 
with his remarks. 
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Mr. WEBSTER and the Senate generally ac- 
quiesced in the postponement. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, December 16, 1840. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. ADAMS asked the consent of the House to 
permit bim to call up for consideration the follow- 
ing resolution, submitted by him on last evening, 
and on which, owing to a simultaneous motion to 
adjourn, no action was had: 

Resolved, Tnat the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be communicated to this 
House, so far as may be compatible with the public 
interest, copies of all documents in the Department 
of State, showing the origin of any political rela- 
tions between the United States and the empire of 
China—the first appointment ef a consul to reside 
at or near Canton—whether such consul, or any 
other subsequently appointed, has ever been re- 
ceived or recognised in that capacity, and the pre- 
sent relations between the Government of the Uni- 
ted States and that of the Celestial Empire. 

Objection being made, the resolution was not 
considered. 

Petitions and memorials were then p 

Messrs. EVANS, RANDALL, P 
CLIFFORD, of Maine. 

Messrs. EASTMAN and ATHERTON, of New 
Hampshire. 

{Mr. Atuerron presented the petition of Richard 
Perry for a pension; referred to Committee on In- 
valid Pensions.] 

Messrs. WINTHROP, PARMENTER, LIN- 
COLN, ADAMS, CUSHING, and BAKER, of 
Massachusetts. 

Messrs. TILLINGHAST and CRANSTON, of 
Rhode Island. 

Messrs. SMITH, BOARDMAN, and TRUM- 
BULL, of Connecticut. 

Mr. SMITH, of Vermont. 

{[Mr. Smitn presented the petition of Dr. Hall; 
referred to Commiitee of Claims: the petition of T. 
W. Gebbs and others for an alteration of mail 
route; referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads: the petition of A. B. Haswell in 
behalf of himself and others, heirs of Anthony Has- 
well, praying that the fine and costs which was paid 
by him after conviction on an indictment under the 
sedition law, be paid to them; referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary.] 


ented by 
IS, and 


Messrs. FILLMORE, CURTIS, GRANGER, . 


BARNARD, ELY, HOFFMAN, WAGNER, 


BREWSTER, MALLORY, RUSSELL, GRIN- | 


NELL, MONROE, PRENTISS, PECK, and 
STRONG, of New York. 

{[Mr. Prentiss presented the petition of Rufus 
Henry, of the city of New York, who was an Ar- 
tificer in the service during the late war with 
Great Britain, praying to be placed on the list of 
invalid pensioners. Of Rath Taylor,widow of Samu- 
el Taylor, 2 Revolutionary pensioner, and Dorothy 
Wolibur, widow of Abraham Wolibur, a Revolu- 
tionary pensioner, praying the benefits of the act of 
July, 1838.] 

[Mr. P. J. Waaner presented the petition of 
William J. Stilwell, praying for a pension for in- 
venting in 1796 the “centre boara” or “slip keel,” 
now in common use in river and coasting vestels: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. ] 

(Mr. Srrone presented the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of the county of Wayne, in the State 
of New York, for an appropriation for the improve- 
ment ef the harbor at Paltencyville on Lake Oa- 
tario; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

{On motion of Mr. Srrona, the petition of 
Ebenezer Perce, for half payasa soldier, from 
December, 1783, to May 1818, now on file, was re- 
ferred t the Committee on Invalid Pensions. } 

Messrs. MARCHAND, PAYNTER, HOOK, 
BEATTY, HENRY, ani WAGENER, of Penn- 
sylvania. 
ahem JOHNSON, DENNIS, and CARROLL, 
of Maryland. 

Messrs. HOPKINS, TALIAFERRO, RIVES, 
and HUNTER, of Virginia. 








(Mr. Hopkins presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Albemarle county, Va. praying for the 
establishment of a post route from Charlotiesviile 
to Harrisonburg; the petition of citizens of Nelson 
county, praying for the establishment of a post 
route from Mount Hove! to Staunten, in Augusta. 
memorial of A. Sammons, of Tenyessee, praying 
Congress for reliet as one of the securities of a de. 
faulting postmaster; memorial of Asa and Jabez 
L. White, of Connecticut, praying to be released 
from their contract for carrying the United States 
mail; memorial of J. F. Caldwell, of Virginia 
praying for relief under sundry contracts with the 
Post Office Department for the transportation of the 
United States mail; memorial of Edmund Ruffin 
of Virginia, for equalizing the postage on newspa.- 
pers, etc: all referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads.] 

Messrs. DAWSON and COOPER, of Gerrgia. 

Messrs. ANDREWS, GREEN, and J. p. 
THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 

Messrs. J. L. WILLIAMS, W. B. CAMp. 
BELL, and C. H. WILLIAMS, of Tennessee. 

Mr. GOODE, of Ohio. 

Messrs. RARIDEN, WICK, and DAVIS, of 
Indiana. 

{[Mr. Davis presented the petitions of C. de la 
Halilandiere, John Johnson, Sarah Leslie, James 
McCutcheon, Hannah Preble, John Wilson, and 
John M. Wilson; all of which were severally re- 
ferred to the appropriate committees. ] 

Messrs. CASEY and REYNOLDS, of Illinois, 

{Mr. Reynvons presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Jackson county, Illinois, stating that a 


| considerable quantity of low land in said county is 
|. inundated annually with the waters from the Mis- 
| sissippi and other streams, so that said land is en- 
| tirely useless to the United States Government ard 


the citizens. The water remaining stagnant, causes 
much sickness in the neighborhood. Much of said 
land has been in market for upwards of one fourth 
ofacentary. The petitioners pray a grant of said 


_ land to acompany, toenable said company to re- 


claim the same, and thereby to render the neigh- 


' borhood healthy. Said petition was referred to 


the Committee on the Pablic Lands. ] 
(Mr. Cassy presented the petition of Jeremiah 


| Fields of Illinois, praying the correction of an er- 


roneous land entry; which, on his motion, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
Also, the petition of John H. Marphy and Thos. 
McKibbin of Vermillion county, Illinois, praying 
relief in case of a mail contract: referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads.] 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi asked leave to 
offer a resolution directing the Committee on the 
Judiciary to inquire into the expediency of re- 
porting a bill prohibiting the admission of the evi- 


| dence of colored persons on trial by court martials. 


Objection being made, the resolution was not 
received. 

Messrs. CRABBE, CHAPMAN, and DEL- 
LET, of Alabama. 

Mr. MILLER, ofMissouri. 

Mr. CROSS, of Arkansas. 

Mr. DOTY, of Wiskonsin. 

The several States having now been called, 

The SPEAKER stated thatthe next business in 
order was the resolution of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams] calling for informa- 


| tion information ia respect to our 


COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH CHINA. 


The resolution having been again read, (sce 
above,) 


Mr. ADAMS, after some remarks showing the 
importance of ascertaining what are the true po- 
litical and commercial relations between this Go- 
vernment and China, observed it was highly desi- 
rable in the present critical state of affairs with the 
latter country, that we should know whether our 
Consul had been recognised by it ornot. He 
wished to know the exact footing on which we 
stand. Mr. A. in adverting to some documents 
presented at the last session, said he believed it 
appeared from one of them, that when our Consul 
was about to presenta memorial from American 
citizens at Canton, he was directed by the autho- 
rities to palce the name of the Emperor of China 
two inches higher than the name of the President of 
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the United States. This he thought was the true 


ground of war now raging between Great Britain 
and China—this placing the name “two inches 
higher”—this boasted superiority above every na- 
tion on earth. 

But, continued Mr. A. I hope to see the day 
when this boaste:! claim to superiority shall cease, 
and that at least ihe name of the President of the 
United States shall be written on a parallel line with 
that of the head of the Celestial Empire. Mr. A. 
said that in offering the resolution he was actuated 
by no motive but a desire for information as to 
what was passing beiween the United States and 
China at this time, and whether any officer, repre- 
senting the interests of this country, had been re- 
cognised by that power. 

Mr. CUSHING was glad that his colleague had 

“jntroduced the resolution calling for information on 
so important a subject. He thought, however, 
that information not less valuable might be ob- 
tained from the files of the Navy Department, and 
hoped an amendment would be accepted to em- 
brace that Department. He therefore proposed to 
amend the resolution by adding “State or other 
Departments.” 


This amendment was accepted by Mr. ADAMS, 
and the resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved to reconsider the 
vete by which, on yesterday, the bill introduced 
by Mr. Hanp, for establishing a uniform rule of 
naturalization, was referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 


At the suggestion of several members, Mr. D. 
consented that the motion should lie over until to- 
morrow. 


Mr. LINCOLN submitted the following resolu- 
tions, which were agreed to: 

Kesotved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to this House, what “subordinate 
custom-house officers have been dispensed with with- 
in the period of two years” past, to which he refers in 
his late report on the state of the finances; and what 
had been the rate of compensation previously paid 
to these officers for their services. And, also, what 
additional number of custom-house oflicers have 
been appointed, or employed, within the same pe- 
riod, in the several collection districts in the United 
States, and at what rates of compensation, with 
the dates of their appointment and employment, 
respectively. Also, in what cases, and to what ex- 
tent, “the compensation of officers and light-house 
keepers has been reduced.” And, also, in what 
cases (if any) the compensation to any officers in 
his Department employed in the collection of the 
customs, or otherwise, has been increased. And that 


he present the required information in such tabu-. 


lar form as to exhibit the comparative number 
of officers, and the amount of their compen- 
sation in each co'lectién district, at the com- 
mencement and close of the said period of two 
years next preceding the da'e of the said annual 
report on the finances, and also the relative cost of 
collecting the revenue from customs to the amount 
of revenue collected each of the last two years, 
compared with the cost of collection and the 
amount collected annually since the 4th day of 
March, 1825. And that he also inform this House 
what officers “‘now employed in the collection of 
duties, whose further services, it has been believed, 
could be safely dispensed with, in consequence of 
the reduction of late years at the different places 
where they are stationed, may be discontinued, 
whose offices cannot be dispensed with without new 
legislation.” 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform this House under what superin- 
tendence the custom houses in New York and Bos- 
ton, respectively, are being constructed; the num- 
ber and names of the commissioners employed to 
superintend the construction of said custom-houses; 
the time they have been so employed; and the com- 
pensation paid to each, 

_ Mr. DELLET submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was egreed to: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of extend- 
ing the time for completing the census in those 

or districts where the same has been pre- 


ee 


vented by sickness, or other causes which the offi- 
cers having that duty in charge could not control. 


| 
| 


Mr. DELLET gave notice of his intention | 


either to morrow, or on some subsequent day of || 


the session, to ask leave to introduce 


A bill to relinquish to Alabama the two per | 


cent. fund reserved by the act of her admission in‘o 
the Union, to be applied to the making of a road or 
roads leading to the State; 


A bill for the relief of the Selma and Tennessee || sonal custody or keeping, all and any and each por- 


Railroad Company; aad 

A bili making appropriations for completing the 
improvements of the hat bor of Mobile. 

Mr. PETRIKIN submitied the following reso- 
tion, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
ducing the fees and emoluments of district attorneys 
of the United States, or of directing such fees and 
emoluments beyond a limited amount to be paid 
into the Treasury. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, on leave, introduced a bi!l to 
provide for the settlement of the claim of the State 
of Maine for the services of her militia; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia submitted the fullowing 
resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- 


cate to this House, at as early a day as may be | 


convenient to the Department, a list of the reserva- 
tions under the Creek treaty of March, 1832, which 
remain unsold, together with the valuations thereof, 
made under the anthority of Governor Carroll, for- 
mer agent, and the names of the persons making 
such valuations, the time at which the same were 
made, and the remarks of said valuations in each 
case. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to 
this House what progress has been made in the 
settlement of the conflicting claims for Creek re- 
servations betwixt J. C. Watson and Co. and other 
claimants; at which time a special commission was 
appointed to adjudicate the same; who is the per- 
son appointed; whether he has received his per 
diem pay; and at what rate since his appointment, 
and at what time his daties under said commission 
will probably be brought to a close. 


Mr. CUSHING submitted the following, which || 


was agreed te: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary | 
be instruc'ed to inquire into the exped ency of || 
d : 4 | ple had cle cied one Pendietcn in the place of that 

| gentleman. 


making further provision by law for the trial of 
crimes in the district courts of the United States. 
Also, further provision for the institution of civil 
and admiralty powers in said courts. 


Mr. TILLINGHASTF cal'ed ap for considera- | 


| 


i} 





tion the following resolution, submitted by him on | 


the 10-h inst. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
port to this House how far, and in what manner, 
the act passed at the last session, entitled “An act 


to provide for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, | 


and disbursement of the public revenue,” has 
been carried into execution; whether any build- 


ings, additions to, or alteratiens in, buildings | 


therein authorized or required, have been com- 
menced; at what cost, or contracts therefor made, 
or orders therefor given, and the terms and condi- 
tions of such contracts and orders; what number 
of clerks, special agents, and other officers, 
agents, or servants, have been and now are em- 
ployed under the provisions of said act, or for aid 
in carrying the same into effect, and where, and 


from what times, and at what compensations; | 


whether each anc every of the officers who are 
therein required to give bond have given bond, and 
the sum, suretes, and time of delivery of each 
bond; and who, if any, have not given bond; 
whether, in the collection, or keeping, or transfer, 
or disbursement of the public revenue, or any por- 
tion thereof, since said act has been in force, any 
bank has been resorted to; and, if so, what 
bank or banks, to what extent, and in what manner, 
and what propositions have been made, if any, to 
any bank therefor; and setting forth, also, in what 
specific manner, whether gold or silver, or notes or 
certificates, or other and what evidences of depo- 
site or credit, all or any of the revenue has been 





| vote he might give. 


| ter. 








collected or actually passed from the hands of the 


fersoa or persons from whom the same was due, 
to the hands of the officer or officers charged with 
the immediate collection thereof, since said act 
bas been in force, distinguishing, as nearly as 
may be, how much has been so collected and 
paid in each specific matier or medium of pay- 


| ment; also, setting forth bow, and in what places 


or offices, and under what actual 


and per- 


tion of the revenue, moneys, and assurances, or 
evidences of debt or obligation, have been kept 


| during said time; and how and by what egencies 
| and a.d, and what forms and proce:s, and on what 
| terms, conditions, and cost of exchange or transfer, 


and in what specific matter, whether gold and silver, 


| or notes or certificates, or other and what evi- 


dences, all, and any portions thereof, have beer in 


} said time disbursed and transferred. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL saw no benefit which 
could possibly be derived fr m the adoption of the 
resolution. All the effect it would have weuld be 
to furnish the clerks in the gTreasury Department 
with employment for the whole wivter. Without 
meaning any disrespect to the gentleman, he (Mr. 
V.) considered the resolution was offered ia the in- 


| quisitorial spirit of a true Yankee, and was just 


what might have been expected from such a quar- 
The whole was supererogatory, and he did 
not believe the information, if obtained, would 
have the least influence on the gentleman in the 
He would repeat, that the in- 
formation sought was unnecessary, and unposing a 
superfluous labor on the Department, and if it was 
now pressed, he would feel bound to vote against it. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST advocated the resolution 
and contended that the informatin sought for was 
highly desirable. In the course of his remarks, 
Mr. T. alluded to the resolution recently intro- 
duced for the repeal of the Independent Treasury 
law, on which question, he urged, the recent elec- 
tions of the whole body of Whigs had tarned. 

Mr. DUNCAN denied that the Whig elections 
had turned upon that principle. The law io ques- 
tion had not been made the issue. No pledge had 
been given by the Whigs, from their candidate for 
the Presidency downwards, for it was well known 
throughout the country that when interrogated as 
io his principles, he refused to give any answer 
whatever. 

Mr. MORGAN thought the issue had been made 
at least in the district of Cincinnati, where the peo- 


Mr. DUNCAN said he denied it. 
and he could maintain it, 
The question being on the adopjion of the reso- 


It was noteo, 


| lutien, 


Mr. GA t PO AVEH m-yed to lay it on the table. 

Mr. TOLAND moved a call of the House 

Mr. GALBRAITH theo withdrew his motion. 

Mr. BEATTY renewed it. 

Mr. TOLAND persisted in his motion for a call 
of the House; and, on the question being put, there 
was ho quorum. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 17, 1¢40. 


The PRESIDENT submitted a report from the 
Secretary of the Senate, in ccmpliance with the 
provisions of the act of May 9, 1636, of the ex- 
penditures made from the contingent fond of the 
Senate for the year ending December 7, 1540; 
which was laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented a document in rela- 
tion to the claim of Loomis and Gay; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of Gurdon 
S. Hubbard and others; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. ee 

On motion by Mr. KNIGHT, the fetition of a 
number of merchants and navigators of Prov - 
denc:, Rhode Island, now on file, was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. A 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition 
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of E. P. Skinner; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the petition 
and papers now on file of Francis A. Harrison, 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. LINN, ia pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
ing bills; 

A bill to continue in force the “Act for the final 
adjustment of private land c'aims in Missouri,” 
approved July 19, 1832; and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved March 2, 1833; 

A bill to authorize the issue of a patent to the 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Gregoire Sarpy, or his le- 
gal representatives; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslava; 

A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas P. Copes; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 


A biil confirming the claim of the heirs of Joseph | 


Thompson, sr. deceased, to a certain tract of land 
in Missouri; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Pierre Bonhomme; 


A bill for the relief of Joshua Kennedy, assignee | 


of Cornelius McCurtin; and 


A bill to confirm to George Tucker, his heirs or || 


assignees, a certain tract of land in Alabama. 
These bills were severally read twice, and re- 

ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of previous notice, 


asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the | 


relief of the Plumb Island Bridge and Turnpike 
Company; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAVIS gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Joshua E. Nourse; 


A bill to increase the compensation of certain of- | 


ficers of the revenue service; aud 


A bill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop and | 


others, directors of an association called the New 
England Mississippi Land Company. 


Mr. PRESTON presented the memorial of the | 


executors of De Thomas Cooper, praying that a 
certain swum of money exacted as_a fine under the 
sedition law may be refunded. 

Mr. P. gave notice that to-morrow he would ask 
leave to bring ina bilifor the relief of the legal 
represent«tives of Thomas Cooper, deceased, and 

A bill for the relief of Col, George Croghan. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bil! to establish a new land 
district in the State of Missouri. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred 

A bill authorizing the payment of invalid pen- 
sions iu certain cases; 

A bill for the relief of L-muel White; 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes; and 

A bill for the retief of David Waller; 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. P. also gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of John 
McLoud. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which the petition on the subject had been re- 
ferred, reported a bill for the relief of Hannah 





Laighton; which was read, and ordered to a second | 


reading 


Mr. W. in pursuance of previous notice, asked | 
and obtained Jeave to introduce a biil for the relief | 


of Mary Pret'yman; which was read (wice, and re- 
ferred to the Commiittce on Pensions. 
Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 


to which was referred petitionson the subject, re- | 


ported 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Collins; and 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett; 
which were severally read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 


Mr. P. gave notice that to-morrow he would ask | 


leave to introduce the fellowing bills: 
A bill for the relief of John S. Billings; 
A bill for the relief of Samuel Crapin; 


| 


ae 














A bill for the relief of Mary Neal, widow of Sa- 
muel Neal; 

A bill for the relief of Tyler Spafford; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Allen; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Snow, widow of Jo- 
nas Snow; 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Jamison, widow 


| of Samuel Jamison; 


A bill for the relief of William Rand; and 

A bill for the relief of John McClanahan. 

Mr. P. in pursuance of previous notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce “a bill for the or- 
ganization of a company of Sappers, Miners, and 
Pontoniers.” 


Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred memo- 
rials on the subject, reported a bill for the exten- 
sion of the charters of the Banks of the District; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. KING, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of the corporate authorities of the city of 
Mobile; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. MOUTON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of George de Passau of Lou- 
isiana; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Lou- 
isiana; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Lou- 
isiana; 

A bill to confirm claim to lands in the District 
between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers; 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the Oua- 
chita land district, in the State of Louisiana; 

A bill confirming certain land claimsin Lou- 
isiana; 

A bill for the relief of Jean Baptis‘e Grainger; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame De 
Lusser, and their legal representatives; 

A bill for the relief of Juan Belgar; 

A bill for therelief of the legal heirs and repre- 
sentatives of William Conway; 

A bill for the relief of Pierre Babin; 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Greenburg Land District, State of Louisiana; 

A bill for the relief of John Compton, assignee 
of Ganigues Flaujac; 

A bill for the relief of Jean Baptist Comeau; 

A bill confirming the claim of John Baptis'e 
Lecompte to a tract of land in Lou'siana; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Therese Malette, widow of Gaspard Pheole. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance to previous no- 
tice, aske 1 and obtained leave to introduce 

A bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to 
Joseph Campau for atract of land in Michigan; 
and 

A bill for the relief of Josoyh Campau; 
which were severally read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. N. also, on leave, introduced 

A bill forthe relief of Francis Laventure, Ebe- 
nezer Childs, and Linus Thompson; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. N. gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the improvement 
of certain harbors on the lakes. 

Mr. YOUNG eave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Isabella Hil, widow, and John Hill, Elizabeth 
Hill, and Samuel Hill, children and minor heirs at 
law of Samuel Hill, deceased. 

Mr. FULTON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to in'roduce a biil to author'ze the 
Legislature of the State of Arkansas to sell the 
lands heretofore appropriated for the use of scheols 
in that Sate. 

Mr. WHITE submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to inform the Senate whether instructions have 
lately been given by that Department to the super- 
intenden's of harbors and rivers for the construc- 
tion and improvement of which appropriations 


have been heretofore made, and which are yet un- } 


finished; and te the superintendents of the Camber - 
land road for the sale of machinery, implement, 
and materials used in the construction of said 
works; and by what authority such sales were 
ordered; together with a comparative statement of 
the aggregate cost of the same, and of the proceeds 
of the sales; and whether such sales were made jp 
contemplation of an abandonment of the furthe; 
improvement of said works. 

Mr. FULTON submitted the following resoly. 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the erection of a marine hos. 
pital at the town of Napoleon, on the Mistissippj 
river. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for additional compensation 
to the registers and receivers of the several land 
offices of the United States’ in cases where their 
annual compensation, including the per cent. al- 
lowed on the sales of the public lands, shall not in 
the who'e amount to the sum of one thousand dol- 
lars. ; 

The bill for the establishment of a permanent 
prospective pre-emption law, was taken up, and 
the call for the yeas and nays on ordering it to a 
second reading being withdrawn, it was read a 
second time, and referred to the Committee on Pab- 
lic Lands, 

FINANCES OF THE COUNTRY. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Waienr on 
Monday last, to refer so much of the President’s 
message as relates to the finances of the country 
to the Committee on Finance, which had been post- 
poned on the motion of Mr. Wesster, coming up 
for consideration, 

Mr. WRIGHT said the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Wesster,) had felt it tobe his 
duty to open this discussion upon the message of 
the President, pending a simple motion to refer the 
portions of it to which he had alluded, to the appro- 
priate Committee of the Senate, under the appre- 
hension expressed by him that the publication and 
distribution of the statements and views of the 
President might produce erroneous impressions 
upon the miads of the people of the country. A 
similar apprehension enteriained by Mr. Waicur 
as to the remarks of the Senator, moved him to 
make this reply to that gentleman. A belief that 
his remarks were calculated to give erroneous im- 
pressions as to the message, and the fiscal condition 
of the country at the present time, made it his duty 


to notice some of the positions and arguments of 


the honorable Senator, and to correct, as far as he 
might be able, the errors of fact and conclusion, 
which seemed to him to have been committed. 
This he intended te do as briefly as possible; and 
in the discussion he should endeavor to imitate the 
ccurtesy which had so clearly distinguished the lan- 
guage and manner of the honorable Senator. 

The Senator first referred to page eight of the 
message, where the President speaks of a National 
Debt and a National Bank. The Senator did not, 
at that time, consider it within his object to make 
apy remarks in reference to the Presideat’s obser- 
vations as to a Bank; bat it was to the views ex- 
pressed in the message on the subject of a national 
debt to which his attention was directed, and to 
which his attention was directed with that point and 
force which always characterize the Senator’s mind, 
and he might perhaps say, on this occasion, the in- 
genuity which sometimes characterizes his argu- 
ments. He had asked if the President supposed, 
or if any body supposed, that there was a party in 
this country friendly to a national debt, per se. He 
(Mr. Wnicut) did not believe that position met 
the President’s remarks at all, for he did not un- 
derstand the President as offering his views and 
urging his reasons against the contraction and per- 
petuation of a national debt on the ground that 
it was a debt to be contracted for the single 
and sole love of the debt for itself. He under- 
stood the President as taking other and higher 
ground, and as endeavoring to impress upon his 
countrymen, on the occa:ion which called forth 
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that message, the evils of “hat message, the evils of debt under any cir- || practically so dealing, with « under any cir- 
cumstances, however, under whatever circum- 
stances, and for whatever consideration contract- 
ed,ani attempting to convince them that it should 
be a avoided at all times and upon all oc- 
casions, and for all considerations, when the 
safety and honor of the nation will permit. Such 
he understood to be the drift and purport of the 
message upon this very important topic. Yet he 
(Mr. W.) was prepared to go farther than the Pre- 
sident had gone, and say what he had not said. 
He would say, not that “there is a political party in 
this country in favor of a national debt, per se; 
but that there are interests in this country so in fa- 
vor of a national debt—interests which ever had, 
do now, and ever will favor the existence and per- 

tuation of a national debt, per se, for itself,for the 
advantages they derive from it. He believed those 
interests existed in every civilized country—he be- 
lieved they were ever active—and he be'ieved they 
constituted an influence, against which it was one 
of the prominent objects of the President to 
warn Congress and the country. What are 
those interests which naturally favor a nation- 
al debt, per se; a national debt for itself, and for 
the benefit to be derived from its existence? Re- 
tired capitalists, men who have withdrawn from 
business, with a capital which they wish to pre- 
serve for themselves and their families, cunsti'ute 
one such interest. Such persons naturally desire 

a permanent and safe investment for their money; 
aud it is most rational that they should vastly pre- 
fer their country as their debtors, if itbe of good 
standing and credit, to any other. Look at Eng- 
land. What supports and perpetuates the aris- 
tocracy of wealth there but the British national 
debi? It rests upor the dedt, and could not be sus- 
tained without it, and the indebtedness of the csun- 
try is its strength ‘and power. Mr. W. said he speke 
not of this interest, as now existing in this country, 
in censure; it was as natural as existence iiself; it 
must grow up in every prosperous community; 
will ever exist in some torm, and can only be 
curbed and controlled by a people and Govern- 
ment free from debt. 

But was there not another interest, and an 
important one in every commercial commu- 
nity, which was benefited by, and therefore 
was in favor of the existence of a national 
debt for itself? He spoke of that great interest 
connected with foreign commerce, and desirous of 
a medium of convenient remittance between its own 
and foreign countries. Why, he had seen frequently 
the utility of a nationa| debt pressed upon the 
country for this cause; and quite recently articles 
had appeared in the public newspapers—and arti- 
cles written with great ability—stating that since 
the extinguishment of our debt, fluctuations 
in our paper system had been more frequent 
and more deleterious, and contending that the ex- 
istence of a national debt, and its influence on com- 
mercial transactions, were necessary to give that 
system stability. But a year ago, a proposition 
was deliberately put forth of that character, recom- 
mending that this country should create a debt, not 
singly to furnish these commercial accommodations, 
but urging that these would be necessary incidental 
benefits, while other great objects, valuable in the 
mind of the writer, were supposed to warrant the 
contraction of the proposed debt of hundreds of 
millions. These were not all. 

There was a third interest, which embraced 
that class of enterprising; acute persons, who 
seek a living, and their fortunes, by dealing in 
stocks—the class of brokers, They, as a class 
of men, must be attached to a national debt 
per se, for nothing could be more desirable in 
the stock market than an abundance of na- 
tional stocks and securities, and that abundance of 
customers, seeking investments and a market, 
which a full supply of superior stocks would never 
fail to present to that department of trade. Such 
securities, too, must have a tendency to keep the 
prices of s ocks more stable, and thus render the 
profits of the broker more certain, and his calling 
more safe, if not more lucrative. 

A further interest, having the same natural ten- 
dency, was the money incorporations of the coun- 
try, authorized to deal in stocks and exchange, or 
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practically so dealing, with or without authority. 
These institutions, more naturally than the brokers, 
must favor the existence of a national debt, per se, 
inasmuch as the profits of their business would be 
equally involved, while their own stability would 
be much more essentially promoted. He did not 
enumerate this interest with any political reference. 
It was an existing interest in our country, and in 
every commercial country in the world; and it 
would, most likely, continue to exist, so long as 
trade and commerce existed. Properly restrained, 
it was a healthful interest to trade and commerce, 
while, without restraint, it was a fearful interest. 
It was always active, and at times powerful 
beyond the careless estimate of a confiding people. 
Yet it was an interest which a people free from 
debt need not fear, bat from which any people 
loaded with debt, public or private, had every 
thing to apprehend. It was a corporate interest, 


representing no feeling to which human beings are | 


susceptible, and destitute, from its nature, of all 
haman sympathies. 

There was stil] another interest which should be, 
in his judgment, in favor of a national debt 
per se. He referred to the men and interests in the 


country which favored the establishment and pre- | 
servation of a National Bank as an institution | 


to regulate our currency and credit. He did not 
speak of this interest as that of a political party 
in the country, or as connected with any existing 
political party. His object was to follow the 
course of argument of the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts, and take a financial view of the 
topics under di-cussion; and he believed in his 
heart thatevery man who desired the establish- 
ment and perpetuation of a National Bank in the 
United States, should desire, as the only safe and 
secure foundation for such an institution, a perma- 
nent national debt. Inhis opinion, that was the 
only safe corner stone, the only secure defence, for 
a National Bank in this country. It was not his 
object, upon the present occasion, to question the 
patriotism, or parity of purpose, of any friend of a 
National Bank. He would not, if he could avoid 
it, make this discussion political, much less par- 
tisan. : 

He had looked at our own history, and found 
that a national debt had been the apology, and, as 
he thought, the controlling cause, of our two former 
Nationa! Banks; and he believed further, that the 
existence ard continuance of the debt had given to 
both the most of the permanency and _ stability 
which they had manifested to the country, as mo- 
ney institutions controlling our currency and 
credit. 

He had also referred himself to the pecuniary in- 
stitutions of England, and became equally satisfied 
that the National Bank there could not sustain 
itself for an hour, with its conceded power over the 
paper system of that commercial country, if discon- 
nected from the British national debt, The capital 
of the bank consists of the debt, and the country is 
its debtor for the credit it commands. How, then, is 
the country to get rid of the bank bat by the pay- 
ment of the debt, and how can the debtor, though 
the proudest Government in the world, control the 
creditor, while these embarrassing relations exist? 
It cannot be done, and hence the Bank of England 
must be as enduring as the debt of England. 

So here. So every where. When a Govern- 
ment is in debt, and requires a permanent credit 
beyond its means of payment, it may require a Gp- 
vernment bank to manage and regulate its fiscal 
affairs; to extend credit when its necessities require, 
and so regulate private business as to make that ex- 
tension ssfe and profitable to itself. 

He must then repeat, thal, in his judgment, every 
man and every interest, in this country, favorable 
te a National Bank should be also favorable toa 
national debt, as the only safe foundation upon 
which such a superstruciure can be erected with 
any reasonable promise of permanency. 

He must conclude, therefore, that there were 
in this country interests, strong, powerful, and ac- 
tive interests, infavor of a national debt per se; 
that these interests have favored, do now favor, 
and will continue to favor the contraction and per- 
petuation of a national debt for the advantages 
which they may derive from it, and that the Presi- 
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dent was wise in warning his countrymen against 
their influence in this direction, Other interests 
might be added to the enumeration, but these were 
sufticient to elucidate the argument, and show the 
danger to be constantly apprehended. 

The honorable Senator, if Mr. Waicur had ua- 
derstood him correctly, admitted that the views 
of the President, as expressed in his message, upon 
the subject of a national debt, were correct and 
sound, but seemed to question his right to give 
them to his countrymen, beeause, as he contended, 
they were contrary to the practice of the Aduinis- 
tration, and of the President as its head. 

To prove this position, he asserts that the pre- 
sent is the first Administration, under our institu- 
tions, which has begun a nati« nal debt in time of 
peace. The assertion is true; and yet is it a fair 
presentation of the point intended to be discussed? 
Is it calculated to do justice to the President, or to 
his administration? Why did not the Senator tell 
us that the administration of General Jackson was 
the first, under our institations, which ever paid a 
national deli?’ It would have been as true; and 
yet the assertion, presented in this way, would have 
been calculated to do injustice to every Adminis- 
tration preceding that of General Jackson. The 
fact is that no Administration, prior to that of Mr. 
Van Buren, had ever existed, under our Constitu- 
tion, which could begin a nations! debt, because 
every preceding Administration had found a na- 
tional debtin existence. Such a debt was contract- 
ed daring the war of the Revolution, before our 
present Government was formed, and was first finally 
extinguished during the administration of General 


| Jackson; and yet he believed he was safe in saying 


that every A-‘ministration had borrowed money, 
and thus added to the existing debt, and had made 
payments towards its extinguishment. While, 
therefure, it was true that no Administration, prior 
to that of Mr. Van Buren, had begun a debt, either 
in atime of peace or war, and that no Administra- 
tion, prior to that of General Jackson, had paid off 
and extinguished our national debt, it was also true 
that all Administrations, as wel in peace as war, 
had borrowed money, contracted debits, and paid 
debts. The simple assertion of the Senator, then, 
that Mr. Van Buren’s was the first Administration 
which had begun a debt in time of peace, did not, 
in his judgment—and he pronounced the opinion 
with deference—present fairly to ihe country the 
President, or his administration. 

It might be proper here to remark, that if the 
subsequent positions of the Senator were sound, no 
debt had been begun under Mr. Van Buren’s ad- 
ministration, because a national dett had not 
ceased to exist. That which had been treated as 
our national debt in our laws and in our fiscal ac- 
counts, was extinguished during the adminis‘ ration 
of General Jackson; but if the items of Indian and 
other claims referred to by the Senator, are to be 
set down as items of national debt, then has oar 
national debt never been paid, and the administra- 
tion of Mr. Van Buren cannot have ‘ begun” such 
a debt. 

The true and fzir question is, however, why 
and under what circumstarces has any portion of 
debt been contracted under this Adniinistration? 

It would not be necessary for him, Mr. W. said, 
to spend much time in answering this irquiry, as 
most of the Senators present were members of the 
body in 1837, and would retain personal recollec- 
tions of the whole matter. All would remember 
tha! Congress was convened extraordinarily, for 
the single parpose of supplying the Treasury and 
enabling it to preserve the public faith and honor; 
that this call was not made at a time of scarcity or 
want in the public funds, but when our revenues 
were most abundant, when we had millions on de- 
posite with the banks, and millions due from them; 
that their inability to pay the drafis of the Trea- 
surer, in coaformity with the laws of Congress, 
created the want and compelied the cail of Con- 
gress; and that the same inability of the banks 
compelled us, by the admission of all, to borrow 
money upon the credit of the people to keep the 
National Treasury in operation. 

This new debt was not, then, contracted, or, in 
the language of the Senator, ‘‘began,” beeause the 
extravagance of the Administration ‘had expended 
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our substance. No, but because ou: trastees—be- 
cause those wilh whom the money of the people 
had been placed for safe keeping, could not pay 
upon demand according to our laws—because our 
millions upon millions were without our contro), in 
the keeping of banking institutions, and the credit 
of the people was resorted to to sustain the faith 
and honor of the country. What was the extent 
of the power then conferred upon the Administra- 
tion to contract adebi? If his recollection served 
him, it was $10,000,090. And what were our 
dues from the banks alone?’ If he was not mista- 
ken, some thiiteen or fourteen million of dollars; 
and beyond that, one of the prominent and worthy 
objects of the loan was to extend indu'gence upon 
duty bonds to the merchants of the country, who 
were equally distressed with the public treasury 
from the revulsions of the time. Under such cir- 
cumstances it was that the present Administration 
“began a debt in time of peace.” 

The next position of the honorable Senator is 
that the administration of Mr. Van Buren has ex- 
pended much more money annually than the 
accruing revenue. ‘That he (Mr. Waicnr) be- 
lieved to be true; but he did not proposed 
to fcliow the Senator at all in the data given 
toprove the position; he would say what he 
was sure would not be controverted, that the Ad- 
mini‘tration had expended, year by year, jast so 
much and no mere money than Congress had ap- 
propriated and ordered to be expended—that every 
year the appropriations of Congress kad exceeded 
by millions the estimates of expenditure presented 
to it by the Executive Depariments—and that it 
was a matter for Congress to provide the means to 
meet the expenditures itself directed. Bat it would 
not have been unjust to that Administration if the 
honorable Senator had said, in passing, that during 
every year of its existence, the mass of the public 
expenditures had been materially and rapidly re- 
duced. The expenditures of 1838 were shown by 
the President’s message and the Secretary’s report, 
the two documents to which the Senator had refer- 
red in this discussion, to be les than of 1837. 
Those of 1839 were some six millions less; theg¢e 
for 1840 had been from two to three millions less 
than those for 1839, and the estimates for 1841 
were materially less than those for any preceding 
year. This, then, was both sides of the book—it 
was the present Administration as it is, in refer- 
ence to expenditures. During its term, those expen- 
ditares had been undergoing a rapid reduction, 
from the commencement of its four years to the 
present hour. This was a just ard euure view of 
the matier. 

The next position taken by the honorable Sena- 
tor was the most material one in his argument, and 
without which Mr. W. might not have felt himself 
called upon to make this reply. The Senator did 
not even assert his poin!; but, in a manner most 
courteous, expressed his opinion that the President 
had made a variety of mistakes and omissions in 
his statement of the present national debt, as given 
in his message; that the country is, in fact, more in 
debt than the President and Secretary of the Trea- 
sury have represented it'o be; and that, without his 
correction of these mistakes, these excesses of debt 
might be charged over to the coming Administration, 
and the present might retire under appearances more 
favorable than the facts would warrant 

To examine these opinions and apprehensions of 
the honorable Senator, anc to try them by the facts, 
shon'd wow be his aim and effort, and was the 
purpose which had principally induced him to ap- 
pear before the Senate upon the present occasion. 

It was admitted thatthe President had referred 
to the balance of outstanding Treasury notes truly. 
He had stated that the amount uniedeemed did not 
exceed four and a half millions of dollars, but the 
complaint was that he had represented that as 
the whole debi of the country at the present time, 
and as the amount which would constitute the 
whole debt at the time when he should hand over 
the administraiion of its affairs to his successor. 
Now, how had the Senator sought to show that the 
President had been mistaken? By referring to what 
was called the trust funds; and principally, and he 
believed entirely, to these portions of those funds 
which appeitain to the Indians. In reference to the 





Indian trust funds, he said not that the fact was so, 
but that, on examination, he was inclined to be- 
believe that portions of them had been actually 
expended for the ordinary uses of the Treasury, and 
were now a debt resting upon the country; that the 
moneys stipulated by Indian treaties to be invested 
had not been all invested, but that some hundreds 
of thousands of dollars of those moneys had been 
paid out and expended, and were now a debt 
against the Treasury. He (Mr. Wricar) had 
taken as much pains to obtain information upon 
these points as the time which had elapsed since the 
Senator’s remarks were made woald permit; and 
as he designed to state the facts fairly, plainly, and 
truly, as far ashe was able, and as the various 
Indian treaties varied in their provisions as to the 
trusts constituted under them, and conferred upon 
the United States, he would be compelled to speak 
of certain treaties and certain trusts separately, 
each by itself, to make himself understood, and to 
enable others to understand the facts. He would 
refer, then, in the first place, to the treaty with the 
Chickasaw Indians, as that treaty was peculiar, and 
the trust constitu'ed and assumed was novel in 
cur dealings with the Indian tribes. In this case, 
the United Siates had become the voluntary trustee 
of the Chickasaws, and bad stipulated to sell 
their lands as the public domain of the United Siate: 
is sold, to deduct simply the expenses of the treaty, of 
the survey and sale of the lands, and such other 
expenses as might be incurred for account of the 
Indians, not including any commissions or other 
compensation to the trustee, and to account to them 
for all the moneys which shall remain unexpended. 
In other words, the treaty binds the United States 
to se! the Jands of these Indians to the best advan- 
tege, to account {to them for the whole proceeds, 
and to manage such of their cash funds as shall 
remain in the hands of the Government, without 
charge for trouble or responsibility. 

Upon inquiry at the Treasury Deparimen’, he 
learned that a law of Congress had p!aced the prin- 
cipal part of the money to be received under this 
treaty in charge ef the head of that department, for 
the purpose of investment; that small poriions be- 
longing to Chichasaw orphans and to certain 
members of the tribe denominated “incompe- 
tent Chickasaws,” remained in charge of the 
Secretary of War; that of the money in 
charge of the Secretary of the Treasury, all has 
been invested’, over and above the portion con- 
sumed in expenses in conformity with the treaty, 
which there has been time to invest since the re- 
ceip's; that the money is mostly paid in at the 
Pontioc land office, in the State of Mi:sisippi, 
and some time is required to get the returns of 
sales, and to bring the money into the Treasury; 
that there may be now from $20,000 to $30,000 of 
these funds in the land offices, in transttu, and in 
the Treasury, but that no portions of them have 
been expended for the general uses of the Treasu- 
ry, and that investments are invariably made as 
soon as the sum accumulated is sufficient to au- 
thorize a negotiation for stocks. The honorable 
Senator will see, therefore, that his conjecture that 
some three or four hundred thousand dollars of 
these funds had bsen expended is mistaken, and 
that no addition to the public debt is to be sought 
in this quarter. 

Whether or not there were small sums arising 
under this treaty in the care of the War Depart- 
ment, and not yet invested, hedid not know, as t'me 
had not allowed him to call upon the head of that 
Department for te information. Still he supposed 
ih’s information immaterial for this argument, as 
money in the charge of the War Department could 
not be in the Treasury, and therefore could not be 
reached by a warrant upon the Treasury, or ex- 
pended in the ordinary calls upon 1’. 

It was proper here tc remark further that the 
only Indian money in the charge of the Sveretary 
of the Treasury for investment is the portion of the 
Chickasaw fund before pointed out. All those 
moneys, arising under other treaties, are, by the 
treaties, committed to the charge of the Secretary of 
War, and Congress has not yst transferred their 
custody to the Treasury. 

Investments of Indian moneys, to large amounts, 
had been made both under the direction of the Sec- 








retary of War and the Secretary of the Treasy 
and accounts of the transactions had been laid be. 
fore Congress. ‘The honorable Senator had referred 
to them, and had spoken of the prices in some cases 
paid for stccks, in a manner to give the impression 
that he suspected the investments had not been pry. 
dently and cautiously made. Mr. Wricur believed 
all the investments had been confined to stocks of 
the States, a description of security which he felt 
sure that Senator would not willingly depreciate or 
disparage, and if he would refer to the dates of the 
respective invesiments, and to the prices current of 
the stocks in the principal markets of the country, 
at the several periods, little ground would be dis. 
covered for complaint upon this point. 

He would now pass to another class of refer. 
ences made by the honorable Senator, and where, 
in the opinion of Mr. Wricut, he approximated 
more nearly to the discovery of a debt, techninally 
speaking, which is not noticed by the President, 
He alluded to the Senator’s reference to several 
Indian treaties in a group, viz: 

One with the Ottawas and Chippewas, $200,000 
6 








“ Osages, 9,120 
6 Delawares, 46,080 
“ Sioux of Mississippi, 300,000 
ss Sacs and Foxesof Mississippi, 200,000 
6s Sacs and Foxes of Missouri, 157,400 
“ Winnebagoes, 1,100,000 
és Creeks, 350,000 
” Saways, 157,500 

$2,580,100 


‘These treeties severally stipulate that the sums 
above named shall be invested by the United States 
for the benefit of the several tribes of Indians 
named, and he belieyed it to be true that, as yet, 
none of the sums had been invested, but that Con- 
gress had preferred to appropriate annually the in- 
terest upon them, as a part of the current annual 
expenses of the country. All of the treaties except 
one, that with the Delawares, had been concluded 
since the commencement of the year 1837, and his 
information was that, in all the cases, very few 
sales of the lands, ceded by the respective treaties, 
had yet been made; not enough, in many cases, to 
cover the expenses of the treaties, and in none suffi- 
cient to bring into the Treasury any considerable 
portion of the capital required to be invest: d. 

Another rea:on exists for the non-investment of 
these sums, which has its foundation in the Consti- 
tution of the country. It is that Congress has 
neither provided. nor appropriated the money re- 
quired to make the investments; and without an 
appropriation by law, neither the Secretary of the 
Treasury, nor the President, can take money from 
the Treasury for these or any other purposes. The 
treaties create the liability against the United States 
for the $2,580,100, but itis not a debt within the 
Jaw,and cannot be noticed as such by the fiscal 
officer, until Congress recognise it, and provide for 
it by the propcr constitutional aprrepriation. The 
treaties are the acts of the President and Senate, 
the treaty making power of tke country, but Con- 
gress end the President, the law making power, 
can alone pay money even under a treaty. If then 
every acre of the land ceded by the Indians, and 
purchased by and for the benefit of the United 
States under these several treaties, were to be sold 
to-morrow, and the money paidinto the Treasury, 
neither the Secretary of War, nor the Secretary of 
the Treasury, nor any other person, could legally, 
or constitutionally, invest one dollar of it, or 
pay it out under any provision of the treaties, until 
Congress shall have appropriated it by law, and di- 
rected its application. Ia these cases, as he had 
before said, the lands had not been sold, the moncy 
had not come into the Treasury, and Congress had 
preferred rather to appropriate the annual interest, 
than to borrow the money in avance, for the sin- 
gle purpose of funding it. 

He cheerfully admitted that the amount was a 
debt, as far as the treaty-making power could im- 
pose a debt upon the country; but it was not a li- 
ability upon the Treasury, within the laws of Con- 
gress, and could not, therefore, be recognised as @ 
debt by the Secretary of the Treasury, in presenting 
the state of the Treasury, its means and liabilities, 
to Congress. The Government was bound to pay 
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